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From Dreadful to Hopeful
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One Christian brother had a
serious car accident because he did
not stop at the stop sign and was
crashed by another car late at night.
Although his car was totaled, he
did not get hurt. But when he was
asked, “Have you prayed about the
accident?” He replied, “I just had a
big accident, should I still pray?”
The accident was due to this
brother’s own neglect of the traffic
rule yet he was angry with God.

In his mind, he was asking
questions many others had asked
before.

If God was there when I had
accident, why didn’t God stop the
accident? Is it because God simply
did not care, or God did not have
the ability to stop, or he was not
there or maybe the omnipotent God
simply does not exist? When
accidents happen or tragedies strike,
people start to have doubts and
don’t pray any more.

£ AL H K AR5 £ F24F We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God
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However, Prophet Jeremiah had
a completely different mindset. He
believed that God was in charge of
all things happened to His children
of Israel. He believed that God was
the source of their sufferings. So he
pointed out that God made him
suffer, eventually he found hope
and joy in Yahweh God.

Dreadful

After the fall of the Jerusalem,
the people of Judah suffered
tremendously. Many people died.
Jeremiah the prophet himself
suffered a lot. He pointed God as
the source of his own sufferings.

He (God) is a bear lying in wait
for me, a lion in hiding; he turned
aside my steps and tore me to
pieces; he has made me desolate; ...
my soul is bereft of peace; I have
forgotten what happiness is; so I
say, "My endurance has perished;
so has my hope from the LORD."
(Jeremiah 3:10-18)

Jeremiah thought that it is God
who made him (and the Israel)
suffer physically, emotionally and
spiritually. So he did not see any
hope from Yahweh God first,
because God punished them so
severely.

Faithful

Jeremiah did not give up.
Instead of blaming God for his
sufferings, he presented his
sufferings to God and prayed to
God for His mercy.

Remember my affliction and my
wanderings, the wormwood and the



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
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gall! My soul continually
remembers it and is bowed down
within me. (Lamentations 3:19-20)

Suddenly he found hope in God
from the unchangeable attributes of
God, His love, mercy and
faithfulness.

But this I call to mind, and
therefore I have hope: The steadfast
love of the LORD never ceases, his
mercies never come to an end, they
are new every morning, great is
your faithfulness. (Lamentations
3:21-23)

Because of God’s omnipotence,
love, mercy and faithfulness, we
have hope in God.

Hopeful

Because we are children of God,
He will supply what we need.

"The LORD is my portion," says
my soul, "therefore I will hope in
him." The LORD is good to those
who wait for him, to the soul who
seeks him. (Lamentations 3:24-25)

Although Jeremiah suffered, he
had hope and needed to wait for
Yahweh God for His love and
mercy and His timing.

Jeremiah changed from dreadful
to hopeful because God is faithful.

Perhaps you are currently facing
difficult situations or challenges.
Remember that Yahweh God is in
charge in all situations. He is
almighty, loving, merciful and
faithful. He will help us when we
go to Him to seek His mercies. May
God bless you and your family.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 24; Psalm 122; Lamentations 1-5

#LF 55 Saturday

> 4% Bible Reading: ¥4 70434 24 % ; Luke 24
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» Luke 24:39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me,
and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have.

» Question: It seems that the resurrected Jesus had a physical body.
Will we have a physical body when are in heaven?

## X Sunday

> %% Bible Reading: # % 122 % ; Psalm 122
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» Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May they be secure
who love you!

» Question: What is the “Jerusalem” in your heart today?



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. ABRS

#L#— Monday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: 334K ZJk 1 ¥; Lamentations 1
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» Lamentations 1:12 Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look
and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which was brought
upon me, which the LORD inflicted on the day of his fierce anger.

» Question: What is the implication in this verse?

#L# = Tuesday

» %% Bible Reading: A8 A K xFk 2 ¥ ; Lamentations 2
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» Lamentations 2:21 In the dust of the streets lie the young and the old;
my young women and my young men have fallen by the sword; you
have killed them in the day of your anger, slaughtering without pity.

» Question: Who killed the people of Judah? Why did the author say
that it was God who killed them? What is the implication how God
may treat our sins?

#LF = Wednesday

» %% Bible Reading: I8 K X Jk 3 ¥ ; Lamentations 3
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» Lamentations 3:38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that
good and bad come?

»  Question: Is it true? If yes, should we blame Satan for our sufferings?
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> 1%£% Bible Reading: ¥3#) K & Jk 4 & ; Lamentations 4
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» Lamentations 4:3 Even jackals offer the breast; they nurse their
young, but the daughter of my people has become cruel, like the
ostriches in the wilderness.

» Question: What is cruel about the ostriches in the wilderness?

#L#F & Friday

> %% Bible Reading: I8 A K Jk 5 F; Lamentations 5
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» Lamentations 5:21 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be
restored! Renew our days as of old.

» Question: Who is responsible for our restoration? Should we go take

the initiative to go back to God?
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Memorize: Lamentations 3:31 For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32

but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the
abundance of his steadfast love; 33 for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve the children of men.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 24; Psalm 122; Lamentations 1-5

#LF# 5 Saturday

> %% Bible Reading: % /245 24 % ; Luke 24
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» Luke 24:39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me,
and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I
have.

» Question: It seems that the resurrected Jesus had a physical body.
Will we have a physical body when are in heaven?

# Hints
HRARKEZ ‘ It is hard for me to image.

#L# X Sunday

> % Bible Reading: # % 122 % ; Psalm 122

> 122:6 1RAITR A ARBEHOL KT, ARBEBULTT! R ARG AL KR
Sz,

> R AHRRBL, HARMRAS RS B P CIRSRHEY ?

» Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May they be secure
who love you!

» Question: What is the “Jerusalem” in your heart today?

#® Hints

HATAS KK B Ty Church is the Jerusalem in my
AR FEHA heart today.
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% 22 Bible Reading: #i#) K &9k 1 ¥; Lamentations 1
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PlAL: EPELGETLAMFA?

Lamentations 1:12 Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look
and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow, which was brought
upon me, which the LORD inflicted on the day of his fierce anger.
Question: What is the implication in this verse?

#25 Hints

#L# = Tuesday

>
>

>

1% £2 Bible Reading: 33 A K & dk 2 ¥ ; Lamentations 2
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Lamentations 2:21 In the dust of the streets lie the young and the old;
my young women and my young men have fallen by the sword; you
have killed them in the day of your anger, slaughtering without pity.
Question: Who killed the people of Judah? Why did the author say
that it was God who killed them? What is the implication how God
may treat our sins?

#T Hints

A
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#L# = Wednesday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: 334 K ZJk 3 ¥ ; Lamentations 3
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» Lamentations 3:38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that

good and bad come?
» Question: Is it true? If yes, should we blame Satan for our sufferings?

#®T Hints
W FARE K, | Please share your thoughts.

#LF 7 Thursday

» %% Bible Reading: I8 K X3k 4 ¥ ; Lamentations 4
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» Lamentations 4:3 Even jackals offer the breast; they nurse their
young, but the daughter of my people has become cruel, like the
ostriches in the wilderness.

» Question: What is cruel about the ostriches in the wilderness?

&7~ Hints

B2 8 % B BU6G IR A Ostriches hide their head in the
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#L# & Friday

> %% Bible Reading: 38 A K X# 5 ¥ ; Lamentations 5
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» Lamentations 5:21 Restore us to yourself, O LORD, that we may be
restored! Renew our days as of old.

» Question: Who is responsible for our restoration? Should we go take
the initiative to go back to God?

#77 Hints

o R b oy R A B K If the Spirit of God did not
M, ALk A RP @4 | restore us, we would not have the
3 L @AT. desire to restore to God.
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Memorize: Lamentations 3:31 For the Lord will not cast off forever, 32
but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion according to the
abundance of his steadfast love; 33 for he does not willingly afflict
or grieve the children of men.
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