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The Massachusetts House of
Representatives on Wednesday,
June 1, 2016 passed a controversial
bill that would provide explicit
protections for transgender people
in public places, allowing people to
use restrooms and locker rooms that
match their gender identity. The bill
passed in the democratic-dominated
House by a vote of 116 to 36."

Gender difference is so clear that
no parents had difficulty to tell
other people if they had a boy or a
girl when they have a new born
child. But in this society today, that
becomes national issue. Do we lack
the basic ability to discern a simple
thing? Probably that is why the
Bible claims:

For although they knew God,
they did not honor him as God or
give thanks to him, but they became
futile in their thinking, and their
foolish hearts were darkened.
Claiming to be wise, they became
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fools. (Romans 1:21-22)

From the presidential campaigns
today we may also notice the
spiritual and social fallings of the
United States. Every four years, the
United States of America elects its
president. Currently the country is
in the process of election. First the
two major political parties,
Democratic and Republic parties,
select their candidates. Then the
candidates compete nationally for
the most powerful position in the
world, although one or two
candidates from other smaller
political parties may join the
competition. From the candidates
from both Democratic and Republic
parties, we may see barely any
Christian influence in their
ideologies and policies, although
they may use some Christian
terminologies to win Christian
votes.

Some people may think that
USA is a Christian country. As a
matter fact, no country in the world
is a Christian country from the
biblical point of view, although we
may say that Christianity has deeply
influenced this country.
Unfortunately this country has been
slipping away from biblical
principles. From the presidential
candidates we may see clearly that
USA has drifted far away from the
teachings of the Bible. I wished that
this country were truly a Christian
country and had a special position
in God’s eye, like the nation of
Israel, so that God might discipline
this country in order to restore their



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
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relationship with Yahweh God.
God chose the nation of Israel to
complete His plan of redemption.
When Israel drifted away, God
disciplined them so that the nation
would go back to Yahweh God, as
God said in Jeremiah 50:17-20.

Discipline

Israel is a hunted sheep driven
away by lions. First the king of
Assyria devoured him, and now at
last Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon has gnawed his bones.
(Jeremiah 50:17)

God used Assyria and Babylon
to punish the sins of Israel.
However God had mercy on His
children. He saw Israel as a hunted
sheep devoured and gnawed by his
enemies.

God does not enjoy punishing
His children. He suffers when His
children suffer. God loved His
children and had pity on His
children so that He was eager to
save them and restore His blessings
to them.

Restore

When God punished the sins of
Israel, many Israelites were killed
by their enemies. But some of them
were taken captives and brought to
Babylon. Later God used the
Persians to defeat Babylonians and
let the remnants of Israelites return
to the land of Canaan, so that they
might have their homes again.

Therefore, thus says the LORD
of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold,
1 am bringing punishment on the
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king of Babylon and his land, as [
punished the king of Assyria. I will
restore Israel to his pasture, and he
shall feed on Carmel and in
Bashan, and his desire shall be
satisfied on the hills of Ephraim and
in Gilead. (Jeremiah 50:18-19)

God restored His blessings to the
Israelites after He disciplined them
and they repented.

I wished that the United States of
America could repent their sins and
God might restore His blessings to
this great country.

Reconciliation

God did not only restore the
blessings to Israel, He also forgave
their sins completely.

In those days and in that time,
declares the LORD, iniquity shall
be sought in Israel, and there shall
be none. And sin in Judah, and
none shall be found, for I will
pardon those whom I leave as a
remnant. (Jeremiah 50:20)

God blessed the nation of Israel
physically and socially. He also
forgave their sins so that they
became pure in God’s eye.

As a loving Heavenly father,
God has been training Israel nation
like training a child. He gave them
the Ten commandments, laws and
precepts and told them the blessings
for obeying Him and punishments
they would receive when they
disobey Him. Throughout Israel’s
history, Israelites often went astray
and rebelled against God. God
disciplined them in various ways
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I wish that God does not give up the
USA. Instead I hope that this
country would repent and go back
to Yahweh God. Otherwise this
country will continue to fall.

1. http://time.com/4354522/massachusetts-house-transgender-bill/
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 23, Psalm 121; Jeremiah 47-52

#LF 75 Saturday
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%42 Bible Reading: # w4% 4 23 % ; Luke 23
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Luke 23:31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what
will happen when it is dry?"

Question: What are the meanings of green wood and dry wood?

#L## X Sunday
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12 %2 Bible Reading: # % 121 % ; Psalm 121

W21 A ZeL A B, R BHAAT R ?
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Psalm 121:1 T lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help
come?

Question: What is the meaning of “lifting up my eyes to the hills”?
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#L#— Monday

> %% Bible Reading: 3841 K 45 47 % ; Jeremiah 47
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> A “HAKMRIET RAAL” A4 AEE?

» Jeremiah 47:2 "Thus says the LORD: Behold, waters are rising out
of the north, and shall become an overflowing torrent; they shall
overflow the land and all that fills it, the city and those who dwell in
it. Men shall cry out, and every inhabitant of the land shall wail.”

» Question: What are the “waters are rising out of the north”?

> %% Bible Reading: #3#) & 45 48 3 ; Jeremiah 48

> R 48:10 Witg A IRALE T E R, L STiE; B ERZ e hy,
o AR

> EA: B TSR B AT A EE?

» Jeremiah 48:10 Cursed is he who does the work of the LORD with
slackness, and cursed is he who keeps back his sword from
bloodshed.

» Question: What is the meaning of “keeping back his sword from
bloodshed”?

#L# = Tuesday

> %% Bible Reading: 84| K 45 49 % ; Jeremiah 49
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> A A AZERAEFERGARER, MIEXARALET
o) Rk H K ?

» Jeremiah 49:10 But I have stripped Esau bare; I have uncovered his
hiding places, and he is not able to conceal himself. His children are
destroyed, and his brothers, and his neighbors; and he is no more.

» Question: Why did the Bible mention God’s punishments onto the
nations of in the Middle East, but not mention other nations far away?
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Jeremiah 50:29 Summon archers against Bab-ylon, all those who
bend the bow. En-camp around her; let no one escape. Repay her
according to her deeds; do to her according to all that she has done.
For she has proudly defied the LORD, the Holy One of Israel.
Question: Was it God’s plan to punish the sins of Israel by Babylon?
What was wrong on Babylon side to punish Israel?

#L# 9 Thursday
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1 £2 Bible Reading: #3A| K45 51 F; Jeremiah 51
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Jeremiah 51:47 "Therefore, behold, the days are coming when I will
punish the images of Babylon; her whole land shall be put to shame,
and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.

Question: The images are just wood and rocks. How could God
punish the images? What does it imply to punish the images?

#L#F & Friday

>
>

%242 Bible Reading: #3#) K45 52 % ; Jeremiah 52
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» Jeremiah 52:2 And he (Zedekiah) did what was evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 3 For because
of the anger of the LORD things came to the point in Jerusalem and
Judah that he cast them out from his presence.

» Question: Were the people of Jerusalem and Judah punished just
because of the sins of King Zedekiah?

Hid: BR 50:29B A MR, MLEFFA, LEEHF;
A M@ R A VA 8,5 69 X R T A2
Memorize: Jeremiah 50:29B Repay her according to her deeds; do to her

according to all that she has done, for she has proudly defied the
LORD, the Holy One of Israel.
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3% #hAedad 23 35 R 121 By IRAIRAS 47-52 %
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 23, Psalm 121; Jeremiah 47-52

#LF# 5 Saturday

> %% Bible Reading: % /044 23 % Luke 23

> 92331 XEFRAT AR T ARGM L, AT RORFRE ZH
"?

> AL R KERY fe AT AT RAMA AT E?

» Luke 23:31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what
will happen when it is dry?"

» Question: What are the meanings of green wood and dry wood?
#® 7~ Hints

AR LI AYIEE, May be a proverb at the time,
Rle9MRE AR ET ., refereeing different seasons or

different trees.

#L# X Sunday

1% %2 Bible Reading: # % 121 & ; Psalm 121

W21 KZepL A B, KAGH AT Rk ?

AL CELARTAMtAER?

Psalm 121:1 T lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help
come?

Question: What is the meaning of “lifting up my eyes to the hills”?

YV VVVYYV

#® Hints
EEHEREMNE, Lifting up my eyes means
looking above.
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#L#— Monday

>
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%2 22 Bible Reading: F3#) K 45 47 % ; Jeremiah 47
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Jeremiah 47:2 "Thus says the LORD: Behold, waters are rising out
of the north, and shall become an overflowing torrent; they shall
overflow the land and all that fills it, the city and those who dwell in
it. Men shall cry out, and every inhabitant of the land shall wail.”
Question: What are the “waters are rising out of the north™?

#25 Hints

X ERAAT A That means that the Babylonians

SRR R, in the north would overcome the

Pharaoh of Egypt.

%42 Bible Reading: I8 #] K 45 48 % ; Jeremiah 48

BR 48:10 Wit A BR A AT FE Y, LTI BRAE TSI R E by,
o8 LA
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Jeremiah 48:10 Cursed is he who does the work of the LORD with
slackness, and cursed is he who keeps back his sword from
bloodshed.

Question: What is the meaning of “keeping back his sword from
bloodshed”?

327~ Hints

RFEN, TEEL, Not to kill people, not participate
the war.

#L# = Tuesday
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7% 22 Bible Reading: #R#) K 45 49 & ; Jeremiah 49
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Jeremiah 49:10 But I have stripped Esau bare; I have uncovered his
hiding places, and he is not able to conceal himself. His children are
destroyed, and his brothers, and his neighbors; and he is no more.
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» Question: Why did the Bible mention God’s punishments onto the
nations of in the Middle East, but not mention other nations far away?

#7 Hints
s ernh o Because they had interactions
o with Israel.

#LF = Wednesday

> %% Bible Reading: #3 4] & 45 50 % ; Jeremiah 50

> I5029 BE—mFHFRAFECRE. ZACKTERT,
AERE AL, BEMITEGIRTI; REHFA, LEE
HAte; BARSIRFE A& s 02, AT IEM.

> FAL: B e BTG M FE AR LRI St
WX FAT A5G IRR?

» Jeremiah 50:29 Summon archers against Bab-ylon, all those who
bend the bow. En-camp around her; let no one escape. Repay her
according to her deeds; do to her according to all that she has done.
For she has proudly defied the LORD, the Holy One of Israel.

» Question: Was it God’s plan to punish the sins of Isracl by Babylon?
What was wrong on Babylon side to punish Israel?

#< Hints
o FARE A, ‘ Please share your thought.

#LF 7 Thursday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: B8 A K45 51 ¥ ; Jeremiah 51

> ARS51:47 B FHE], K3 E bR 2 09 4R 1% . Al Al R0
W, AR A0 Al 2 3 AME],

> AL REZ] A ARARAAR R AR K R B ko b de AT I 3 B 2 6945
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» Jeremiah 51:47 "Therefore, behold, the days are coming when I will
punish the images of Babylon; her whole land shall be put to shame,
and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.

» Question: The images are just wood and rocks. How could God
punish the images? What does it imply to punish the images?

#7~ Hints

1E SRR 2 FEE A B AR P To punish the idol worshippers
REMWHR, and spirits behind the images.
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#L# & Friday

> %% Bible Reading: 3F 41 & 45 52 % ; Jeremiah 52

> AR 522 BURFRATA A LR P B A B F, RBAER—PiT
1. 3 A, AL ay R AIBBAF R KK, AEFAR
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> A AURAAFRRK IR, IRBHAF L KA RFEL
B E5]5?

» Jeremiah 52:2 And he (Zedekiah) did what was evil in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 3 For because
of the anger of the LORD things came to the point in Jerusalem and
Judah that he cast them out from his presence.

» Question: Were the people of Jerusalem and Judah punished just
because of the sins of King Zedekiah?

#®7 Hints

FAEde ., AR IS No really. People sinned with the
i king.
LN

Ham: 3R 50:29B A PTEIR AL HEMFA, LEEHSFL;
A AR A BV & 3 09 F B K T A2

Memorize: Jeremiah 50:29B Repay her according to her deeds; do to her
according to all that she has done, for she has proudly defied the
LORD, the Holy One of Israel.
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True Agape\/ True God
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