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Right now the United States of
America is experiencing the process of
election. Politicians are tested by
public opinions, especially by the
perceptions of the media, which in a
large degree control the public
opinions. It is critical how the general
public perceive a candidate. Generally
“political correct” is a key to win the
public support.

“Politically correct” is not just
modern issue. It was a difficult
struggle for Jewish King Zedekiah
more than two thousand years ago, as
recorded in the chapters 37-39 of the
book of Jeremiah.

Zedekiah was made king in the land
of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon who invaded and occupied
the land. King Zedekiah thought that
he needed to win the support of the
people of Judah for his kingship to
survive. He loved the power so much
that he tried very hard to be politically
correct in order to give the people the
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impression that he was for them, not
for the occupiers.

Zedekiah was made king by the
Babylonian king, but he used
Egyptians against the Chaldeans. The
Babylonian army besieged the city of
Jerusalem for years. King Zedekiah
tried to deal with the difficult situation
with his own wisdom.

Rely on His Own Wisdom

On one hand, Zedekiah asked
Jeremiah the prophet to pray for him
and his people (Jeremiah 37:3), but on
the other hand, he did not take the
advice of Jeremiah to surrender to the
Babylonians, because that might
destroy his popular power base.

Please Military

Zedekiah tried to please his
officials, especially the military
officials who had the powers to
overthrow him.

The officials said to the king, "Now
let this man be put to death, inasmuch
as he is discouraging the men of war
who are left in this city and all the
people, by speaking such words to
them; for this man is not seeking the
well-being of this people but rather
their harm." So King Zedekiah said,
"Behold, he is in your hands, for the
king can do nothing against you."
(Jeremiah 38:4-5)

Of course it was difficult for
Zedekiah to deal with the powerful
military. He needed the support of the
military in order to survive even
physically.
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Avoid Great Evils

The military officials wanted to kill
Jeremiah the prophet, and casted him
into the cistern. King Zedekiah tried to
avoid great evils by sending 30 people
to save Jeremiah from starving to death
in the mud:

The king commanded Ebed-melech
the Ethiopian, saying, "Take thirty men
from here under your authority and
bring up Jeremiah the prophet from
the cistern before he dies.” (Jeremiah
38:10)

Avoid Offending People

King Zedekiah sought advice from
Jeremiah the prophet. He had the
interests and the authority to release
Jeremiah, but Zedekiah was afraid of
his officials so he just tried to hide the
content of his interview with Jeremiah
the prophet (Jeremiah 38:24), because
he did not want to offend the military
officials and the people of Judah.

Fear of the Jews

Because King Zedekiah was made
the king of Judah, he tried very hard to
avoid the image of a traitor, and feared
that people might abuse him because
of it.

King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "l
dread the Jews who have gone over to
the Chaldeans, for they may give me
over into their hand and they will
abuse me." (Jeremiah 38:19)

Severe Punishments
King Zedekiah tried very hard to
find a narrow road to walk, but in the
end he lost everything he tried to keep.
The king of Babylon slew the sons of
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Zedekiah before his eyes at Riblah; the
king of Babylon also slew all the
nobles of Judah. 7 He then blinded
Zedekiah's eyes and bound him in
fetters of bronze to bring him to
Babylon. 8 The Chaldeans also burned
with fire the king's palace and the
houses of the people, and they broke
down the walls of Jerusalem.
(Jeremiah 39:6-8)

It is difficult for King Zedekiah to
deal with the situation in the land of
Judah. He was made the king in the
land of Judah by the invader, but he
wanted to be seen as a king for the
Jews. He used his own political
wisdoms to stabilize his power base;
avoiding doing anything extreme in
order to survive politically, in the end
he was punished severely, because he
relied on his own wisdoms to deal the
difficult situations instead of relying
on the merciful God and His
revelations through His prophet. In the
end Zedekiah received disasters of his
life.

Today many politicians try very
hard to keep their positions, like King
Zedekiah did. Probably in the end they
will lose all things they tried to keep as
well.

We all may need to make difficult
decisions to avoid disasters in the end.
Only relying on God and His
revelations may we have such a
wisdom and courage.

We all may need more time to
reflect the following words:

Your trusted friends have deceived
you and prevailed against you, now
that your feet are sunk in the mud, they
turn away from you.’(Jeremiah 38:22)
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Who or what are “your trusted
friends” today? Are your feet sinking
in the mud today? Be careful, maybe
your beloved trusted friends make you
sink in the mud. In the end “your
trusted friends” may leave you forever.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 21; Psalm 119:161-176; Jeremiah 37-41
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> %4 Bible Reading: % 724&% 21 ¥ ; Luke 21
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» Luke 21:8 And He said, "See to it that you are not misled; for many
will come in My name, saying, 'l am He,' and, 'The time is near.' Do

not go after them.

» Question: How can we recognize true Christ? Is the time near today?
How do we not to follow a wrong Christ?
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#L# X Sunday

> % Bible Reading: #¥ & 1 19 161-176; Psalm 119:161-176
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S A

> FA: XA SR ERGELS, A AL R F AR T R?

» Psalm 119:176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your
servant, For I do not forget Your commandments.

» Question: He did not forget God’s commandments, why did he still
go astray like a lost sheep?

#L# — Monday

> %% Bible Reading: 334 & 45 37 % ; Jeremiah 37
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» Jeremiah 37:2 But neither he (King Zedekiah) nor his servants nor
the people of the land listened to the words of the LORD that he
spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal
the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah,
to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "Please pray for us to the LORD our
God."

» Question: King Zedekiah and his people did not listen to Jeremiah
the prophet, why did he ask Jeremiah to pray for them? What is the
implication?

#L# = Tuesday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: B34 K 45 38 & ; Jeremiah 38
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» Jeremiah 38:5 So King Zedekiah said, "Behold, he is in your hands;
for the king can do nothing against you."

» Question: What is the implication of this verse?



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. ABR7

HR38:19 HR K EATARAIRBL: AR AAR LR e Fh R A BIIE K
A, Bolbie HRAN AT, AR FK 7

A XL ERILTRE I A SE?

Jeremiah 38:19 Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "I dread the
Jews who have gone over to the Chaldeans, for they may give me
over into their hand and they will abuse me."

Question: What does this verse indicate about the character of King
Zedekiah?

L = Wednesday
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%242 Bible Reading: #3#) K45 39 ¥ ; Jeremiah 39
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Jeremiah 39:6 Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah
before his eyes at Riblah; the king of Babylon also slew all the

nobles of Judah. 7 He then blinded Zedekiah's eyes and bound him in
fetters of bronze to bring him to Babylon.

Question: What is the lesson you have learned from this Judean king?

#L# 9 Thursday
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%242 Bible Reading: #3#) K45 40 ¥ ; Jeremiah 40
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Jeremiah 40:13 Now Johanan the son of Kareah and all the
commanders of the forces that were in the field came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah 14 and said to him, "Are you well aware that Baalis the king
of the sons of Ammon has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take
your life?" But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe them.
Question: Gedaliah did not doubt Ishmael. Was it because he was
kind and had the fundamental information to do so, or because he
lacked the basic wisdom?
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%2 22 Bible Reading: #3#) K 45 41 ¥ ; Jeremiah 41
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Jeremiah 41:2 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the ten men who
were with him arose and struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
the son of Shaphan, with the sword and put to death the one whom
the king of Babylon had appointed over the land. 3 Ishmael also
struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is with Gedaliah at
Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war.
Question: What does the scenario tell us about Gedaliah?

IR A1:18 B A RARHE G ILF AR AR T St 2B 24 4 K aY
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Jeremiah 41:18 because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of
them, since Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had appointed over
the land.

Question: They did not kill the governor, why did they fear the
Chaldeans?
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Memorize: Jeremiah 38:20 But Jeremiah said, "They will not give you

over. Please obey the LORD in what I am saying to you, that it may
go well with you and you may live.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 21; Psalm 119:161-176; Jeremiah 37-41

#LFE 55 Saturday

> %% Bible Reading: % /2485 21 % ; Luke 21
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» Luke 21:8 And He said, "See to it that you are not misled; for many
will come in My name, saying, 'l am He,' and, 'The time is near.' Do
not go after them.

» Question: How can we recognize true Christ? Is the time near today?
How do we not to follow a wrong Christ?

4R~ Hints
o FIREG K, ‘ Please share your thoughts.

## X Sunday
» 1% Bible Reading: 3 % 119:161-176; Psalm 119:161-176
> 119:176 AAe T F AR T 3, REFRAA, BEARLSILMREG

A,

> A R ARSI LRGeS, A AL AT FARTH?

» Psalm 119:176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your
servant, For I do not forget Your commandments.

» Question: He did not forget God’s commandments, why did he still
go astray like a lost sheep?

#7 Hints
BRAREH LA SR LR Even though the author did not
b ML TR A A5 IR S forget God’s commandments, he

Qe h &, i AERY still could not depend on his own
AR strength. It is a humble attitude.
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% 22 Bible Reading: #3#) K 45 37 % ; Jeremiah 37
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Jeremiah 37:2 But neither he (King Zedekiah) nor his servants nor
the people of the land listened to the words of the LORD that he
spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal
the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah,
to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "Please pray for us to the LORD our
God."

Question: King Zedekiah and his people did not listen to Jeremiah
the prophet, why did he ask Jeremiah to pray for them? What is the
implication?

#®T= Hints

EREGER EITERA R A Although King Zedekiah had

TRER, fuxt g TR IR, doubts about Jeremiah, he might
oA X, P PR A — -7 also have doubts about himself. So
b e Tk, {22 },@ he tried to keep the balance and
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keep himself open. However his
own interests kept him from

Xt ki FF Ao opening up to God completely.
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Jeremiah 38:5 So King Zedekiah said, "Behold, he is in your hands;
for the king can do nothing against you."

Question: What is the implication of this verse?

#7~ Hints

AHFHAGRKRKEIAZRHE Because King Zedekiah was

PR ERL N X & N ER made king in the land of Judah by
0. BmRET AN the king of Babylon, he was a weak
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» Jeremiah 38:19 Then King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, "I dread the
Jews who have gone over to the Chaldeans, for they may give me
over into their hand and they will abuse me."

» Question: What does this verse indicate about the character of King
Zedekiah?

#7< Hints

B AR R AT Because King Zedekiah was
R AP ik 5 ik ke | made king in the land of Judah by
Ty, HAREIEHE B K, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon,
A ALEAEE e, MR 2 he cared a lot to his ego and how

the Jewish people might see him.
INNZ SRS A /
RAARREAM 20 He cared very much about what he

might lose at the personal level.

#LF = Wednesday

> 1% Bible Reading: ¥3#) K 45 39 & ; Jeremiah 39
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> FA: KENMEKRERXE, RF BT AHR?

» Jeremiah 39:6 Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah
before his eyes at Riblah; the king of Babylon also slew all the
nobles of Judah. 7 He then blinded Zedekiah's eyes and bound him in
fetters of bronze to bring him to Babylon.

» Question: What is the lesson you have learned from this Judean king?

R Hints
F AT b AR, A He brought severe damages to

B AT EY himself and others because of his
Rk, disobedience to God.
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#L# 9 Thursday

> %% Bible Reading: 841 & 45 40 % ; Jeremiah 40
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> Jeremiah 40:13 Now Johanan the son of Kareah and all the
commanders of the forces that were in the field came to Gedaliah at
Mizpah 14 and said to him, "Are you well aware that Baalis the king
of the sons of Ammon has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to take
your life?" But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe them.

» Question: Gedaliah did not doubt Ishmael. Was it because he was
kind and had the fundamental information to do so, or because he
lacked the basic wisdom?

#7 Hints

25 R R I A0AE A AAd bR 2 The result displayed that he as a
A Koy H, leader lacked the basic wisdom.
#LF# & Friday

> i%£% Bible Reading: 334 K 45 41 ¥ ; Jeremiah 41
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KA,

> EAL: ZAME TR AR A

» Jeremiah 41:2 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the ten men who
were with him arose and struck down Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
the son of Shaphan, with the sword and put to death the one whom
the king of Babylon had appointed over the land. 3 Ishmael also
struck down all the Jews who were with him, that is with Gedaliah at
Mizpah, and the Chaldeans who were found there, the men of war.

» Question: What does the scenario tell us about Gedaliah?

327 Hints
EXKMEAHE, 2 X Gedaliah had no wisdom and had
KGR f o Aafe A9 15 no basic defense for himself and

I, others.
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» Jeremiah 41:18 because of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of
them, since Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had struck down Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon had appointed over
the land.

» Question: They did not kill the governor, why did they fear the
Chaldeans?

#® 7 Hints

B A AR 2 F ARy 2 K Because the killers are Jews, the
A, 3R AT R8N A A Chaldeans might consider that they
2 —ARY, were together.
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Memorize: Jeremiah 38:20 But Jeremiah said, "They will not give you
over. Please obey the LORD in what I am saying to you, that it may
go well with you and you may live.
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