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According to a CNN report, 111
American United Methodist pastors,
elders, deacons, and candidates for
ministry came out as gay, lesbian, or
bisexual in a public letter posted online
on Monday, May 9, 2016.'

They claim that they serve honestly,
openly, and faithfully. As was reading
about this, I wondered, “faithful to
whom?” “Are they faithful to the Word
of God?”

The Word of God is so powerful
and mighty that it may empower some
people and destroy others. Therefore
some people love the Word of God
dearly and are willing to die to defend
it, while others reject it, revise it,
reinterpret it, or hate it so much that
they try all things possible to eliminate
it. But the Word of God always
prevails. Praise the Lord.

The Word of God is mighty because
it is the revelation of the almighty
Yahweh God, and many people receive
it and their life has been changed,

£ AL H K AR5 £ F24F We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God
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although some people reject it because
of their darkness of their hearts and
evil deeds, as recorded in Jeremiah 36.

Revelation

God had been revealing Himself to
Jeremiah the prophet. Now God
commanded Jeremiah to write down
the revelations.

"Take a scroll and write on it all the
words that I have spoken to you
against Israel and Judah and all the
nations, ...so that every one may turn
from his evil way, and that I may
forgive their iniquity and their sin."”
Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son
of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a
scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all
the words of the LORD that he had
spoken to him. (Jeremiah 36:2-4)

God’s purpose to reveal Himself to
us human beings is to let us know Him
and to turn to Him. He loves us and
hopes to have an intimate relationship
with us.

Reception

Some people fear Yahweh God and
receive His Word when they hear it.

In the hearing of all the people,
Baruch read the words of Jeremiah
from the scroll, in the house of the
LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah
the son of Shaphan the secretary,
which was in the upper court, at the
entry of the New Gate of the LORD's
house....Then they asked Baruch, "Tell
us, please, how did you write all these
words? Was it at his dictation?"
Baruch answered them, "He dictated
all these words to me, while I wrote
them with ink on the scroll." Then the



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.

ABR3

TS T A S i 15T

Z, 7 (FRAXP 36:9-19)
VA -F A2 T @A

Tieey L kg, AR ER

FARF L FTBA K, HEBK

¥ LRGN Tk B AR

KEEZNTRAGE,

E4

EZHITAHRFEEEZE
BF, HRALEUXF S5
BILEABF, SHEfE L
BIFZAIR G o ... LK
BT =05 (K FTT),
[ £ ] 3t X265 75 &
#ag, BEXBY, BFS
BHEKFHERT . EATR
X —27 1549 B f} TR,
ETWERIR s KXF|E R Fo
R IR IBF) B ET
BARERXBE, HAPTI.
(AR R4 36:20-25)

Kk Aol B AMNIEL
ErayigiE, E£ERE LR
B9AR L EE, L RPAF LR

%, RFEH LFiEES
He AT Y s A8 SR AR T Ao
R A BT E] — 2 “IE
wEIEET , AT R 6
AER . MAEIHEEHPiF
WARAANE T Lfisisay £
wANA, 122 B LRk
T HAl.
EEXBHMEE, AT
3 b A M B BRARAT 0 A4
K BAERE LR yiEiE, T
RtALF —/NMF o

officials said to Baruch, "Go and hide,
you and Jeremiah, and let no one know
where you are." (Jeremiah 36:9-19)

It seems that they received the
Word of God that was read to them.
They asked Jeremiah and Baruch to
hide to protect the servants of God
from the potential harms from the
king.

Rejection

The King and his officials rejected
the Word of God when they heard it.

And Jehudi read it to the king and
all the officials who stood beside the
king. ... As Jehudi read three or four
columns, the king would cut them off
with a knife and throw them into the
fire in the fire pot, until the entire
scroll was consumed in the fire that
was in the fire pot. Yet neither the king
nor any of his servants who heard all
these words was afraid, nor did they
tear their garments. Even when
Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah
urged the king not to burn the scroll,
he would not listen to them. (Jeremiah
36:20-25)

The King and his officials rejected
the Word of God, hated it so much that
he burned the Word of God
immediately, maybe because it did not
fit into their mindsets or their agenda,
or maybe they hoped to hear some
“positive words”, but what they heard
was punishments. The king even
wanted to arrest God’s servants who
wrote down the Word of God. But God
protected them at the time.

In Christian history, quite a few
servants of God offered their lives to
spread the Word of God. Tyndale is an
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example. William Tyndale was the
first one to translate the Bible into
English. Tyndale's translation was first
of the new English Bibles of the
Reformation. It was taken to be a
direct challenge to the hegemony of
both the Church of England and the
laws of England to maintain the
church's position. In 1535, Tyndale
was arrested and jailed in a castle of
outside Brussels for over a year. In
1536 he was convicted of heresy and
executed by strangulation, after which
his body was burnt at the stake. His
dying prayer was "open the eyes" of
Henry VIII, the King of England and
the head of the Church of England.
The prayer was fulfilled just two years
later when Henry authorized the Great
Bible for the Church of England—
which was largely Tyndale's own
work.?

As always, some people receive the
revelations of God, and their lives
change, while some other people reject
the Word of God because of their own
sins. What is your choice?

1. http://www.cnn.com/2016/05/09/living/methodist-clergy-

1gbt/index.html

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tyndale



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. ABRS

ABR176Q

W& L2 R A

ABR Questions

Dk B& A g 20 % A 119:145-160; BRA) K45 33-37 %
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 20; Psalm 119:145-160; Jeremiah 33-37

#LFE 55 Saturday

>
>

>

%42 Bible Reading: # m4% 4 20 % ; Luke 20

Y5 20:25 BREAGL: X AF, ZMAG B )ALk, LR g )a
B,

AL XFELASRAHLAEL? SR 22D HR? 1+

LR LR ey R? BB .

Luke 20:25 He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."

Question: What is the implication of this verse for today? What are
the things that are Caesar’s today? What are the things that are God’s?
Explain with examples.
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1% % Bible Reading: #¥ & 119:145-160; Psalm 119:145-160
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Psalm 119:160 The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your

righteous rules endures forever.
Question: What are the facts that show the word of God is truth?
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Jeremiah 33:5 They are coming in to fight against the Chaldeans and
to fill them with the dead bodies of men whom I shall strike down in
my anger and my wrath, for I have hidden my face from this city
because of all their evil.

Question: In this case, how could Israelites believe that their God
would fight for their enemy?
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Jeremiah 34:17 Therefore, thus says the LORD: You have not
obeyed me by proclaiming liberty, everyone to his brother and to his
neighbor; behold, I proclaim to you liberty to the sword, to pestilence,
and to famine, declares the LORD. I will make you a horror to all the
kingdoms of the earth.

Question: Does God encourage slaves rebelling against their masters
in order to obtain freedom? Does God encourage slavery?
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Jeremiah 35:2 "Go to the house of the Rechabites and speak with
them and bring them to the house of the LORD, into one of the
chambers; then offer them wine to drink."

Question: God knew that the Rechabites should not drink wine, so
why did He ask His prophet to invite them to drink? Should they
keep their tradition or listen to a godly man?
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Jeremiah 36:3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the
disaster that I intend to do to them, so that every one may turn from
his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.
Question: Does God know who would repent? Does God’s
forgiveness conditional?
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Jeremiah 37:2 But neither he (King Zedekiah) nor his servants nor
the people of the land listened to the words of the LORD that he
spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal
the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah,
to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "Please pray for us to the LORD our
God."

Question: King Zedekiah and his people did not listen to Jeremiah
the prophet, why did he ask Jeremiah to pray for them? What is the
implication?
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Memorize: Jeremiah 33:15 In those days and at that time I will cause a

righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 20; Psalm 119:145-160; Jeremiah 33-37
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» Luke 20:25 He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."

» Question: What is the implication of this verse for today? What are
the things that are Caesar’s today? What are the things that are God’s?

Explain with examples.
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Caesar was the Roman emperor.
In today’s term, Caesar is the
societal leader, king or president.
As members of a society, we have
social responsibilities. We need to
pay tax. Tax is a thing that is
Caesar’s today.

As members of God’s family and
a church community, we have
church responsibilities. Tithes and
offerings might be considered as
things that are God’s.

God is very serious about tithes
and offerings. The Bible says:

"Will a man rob God? Yet you
are robbing Me! But you say, 'How
have we robbed You?' In tithes and
offerings. "You are cursed with a
curse, for you are robbing Me, the
whole nation of you! "Bring the
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#L## K Sunday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: # % 119:145-160; Psalm 119:145-160
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» Psalm 119:160 The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your
righteous rules endures forever.

» Question: What are the facts that show the word of God is truth?

#® 7~ Hints
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#L# — Monday

> 1% Bible Reading: #3445 33 % ; Jeremiah 33
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» Jeremiah 33:5 They are coming in to fight against the Chaldeans and
to fill them with the dead bodies of men whom I shall strike down in
my anger and my wrath, for | have hidden my face from this city
because of all their evil.

» Question: In this case, how could Israelites believe that their God
would fight for their enemy?
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#L# = Tuesday

punish them, even using their
enemies to kill them.

Sometimes we children of God
think that God would help us to
obtain victory over other people in
all circumstances no matter what
we do. That is a false and human-
centered belief. Yahweh God is a
just God and will punish all sins
no matter who commits them.

Of course, the punishments
from God will help us to grow in
Him, guiding us to walk on His
way, eventually benefiting us
children of God. That is the result
of God’s disciplinary punishments.
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» Jeremiah 34:17 Therefore, thus says the LORD: You have not
obeyed me by proclaiming liberty, everyone to his brother and to his
neighbor; behold, I proclaim to you liberty to the sword, to pestilence,
and to famine, declares the LORD. I will make you a horror to all the

kingdoms of the earth.

» Question: Does God encourage slaves rebelling against their masters
in order to obtain freedom? Does God encourage slavery?
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No. Yahweh God does not
encourage slaves to rebel against
their masters in order to obtain
freedom. Instead God encouraged
slave masters to be kind and to
release their slaves voluntarily;
otherwise God will punish the slave
masters. This is different from
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humanistic method of slave
liberation which encourages slaves
to rebel against and even to kill
their masters in order to obtain their
freedom. Humanistic method leads
to direct conflicts between slaves
and their masters, from which no
body has freedom; and social
stability is hard to reach.

No. God does not encourage
slavery. Instead God wishes all
human beings have freedom,
because all humans are created in
the image of God. Only God’s
method of slave liberation is
different from humanistic ones.

Humanistic method leads to the
reverse of positions between slaves
and their masters. Slaves become
masters, and the conflicts continue
to exist. For example, proletarian
revolution leads previous poor
peasants and workers to become
leaders to rule and suppress their
former masters, former landlords
and capitalists, and the conflicts of
domination continue. A revolution
does not solve the problem of
slavery, but reverse the sides of the
domination. Former slaves
becoming masters does not mean
the end of slavery system.
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» Jeremiah 35:2 "Go to the house of the Rechabites and speak with
them and bring them to the house of the LORD, into one of the
chambers; then offer them wine to drink."

» Question: God knew that the Rechabites should not drink wine, so
why did He ask His prophet to invite them to drink? Should they
keep their tradition or listen to a godly man?
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#L# 9 Thursday

God tests people to show their
heart. We should keep the important
principles and promises, not just
listening to others, including godly
people. Serving God
wholeheartedly means to keep
oneself holy for the holy God.

> 4 Bible Reading: 33 #| & 45 36 % ; Jeremiah 36
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Jeremiah 36:3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the
disaster that I intend to do to them, so that every one may turn from
his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.
Question: Does God know who would repent? Does God’s

forgiveness conditional?
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God gives each person the real
freedom to make his or her
decision, and God gives each
person the opportunity to repent.
God does not wait for us to do well
enough to forgive us. He forgives
us as soon as we repent our sins. If
we say it is conditional, repent is
the condition.



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. ABRI13

#L# & Friday

> %% Bible Reading: 84| & 45 37 % ; Jeremiah 37
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» Jeremiah 37:2 But neither he (King Zedekiah) nor his servants nor
the people of the land listened to the words of the LORD that he
spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal
the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the priest, the son of Maaseiah,
to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, "Please pray for us to the LORD our
God."

» Question: King Zedekiah and his people did not listen to Jeremiah
the prophet, why did he ask Jeremiah to pray for them? What is the
implication?
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Memorize: Jeremiah 33:15 In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice
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