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It is a challenge for a parent to
choose an appropriate way to
discipline his or her child. Some
parents may be too strict; others
may be too soft. Some parents use
severe punishments often. Some
parents are against all kinds of
punishments.

God is always very clear the
purpose of His punishments.
Sometimes He did punish His
children severely, but He is always
ready to give them the opportunity
to repent and to return to Him as
recorded in Jeremiah 25.

Call to Repent

God chose Israel as a nation to
prepare for His redemption plan.
God had been training the Israel
people to obey His guidance, but
they disobeyed Him again and
again. Then through Jeremiah God
declared their faults:

Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all

£ AL H K AR5 £ F24F We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God
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the people of Judah and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem:

For twenty-three years, ... you
have not listened to me, declares
the LORD, that you might provoke
me to anger with the work of your
hands to your own harm. (Jeremiah
25:2-7)

God pointed sins as “the work of
your hands to your own harm’.
When we sin, we actually harm
ourselves, because when we sin,

1. We cannot receive many
blessings God intents to give to us;

2. Our sins degenerate our mind
and heart so that we may continue
to sin and even enjoy sinning;

3. We may receive the
punishments we deserve, which
impact us negatively for
generations.

For 23 years people of Israel
turned deaf ears towards Yahweh
God’s call for repentance. But God
waited patiently and gave them the
opportunities to repent.

Our Yahweh God does not desire
to punish people. He is a merciful
God and always desires His
children to repent and return to
Him. Similarly when we sin against
God, He gives us the opportunities
to repent.

But the Israelites refused to
repent and God had to punish them,
because He is a just and righteous
God, and cannot tolerate sins.
However, there is hope even in
God’s punishment.

Limited Punishments
God declared His punishments:



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
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Therefore thus says the LORD
of hosts: Because you have not
obeyed my words, behold, I will
send for all the tribes of the north,
declares the LORD, and for
Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant, and I will
bring them against this land and its
inhabitants, and against all these
surrounding nations. ... This whole
land shall become a ruin and a
waste, and these nations shall serve
the king of Babylon seventy years.
(Jeremiah 25:8-11)

When God declared the
punishment, He told them that the
captivity would last 70 years, so
people could have hope. God had
mercy on His children. The purpose
of God was to discipline His
children, not to destroy them
completely. After the planned
disciplinary punishment, God
would lead them to return to their
land.

Opportunity to Return

God declared that, after seventy
years, He would punish the nation
of Babylon and lead the people of
Israel back to their land of Canaan.

Then after seventy years are

completed, I will punish the king of
Babylon and that nation, the land of
the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,
declares the LORD, making the
land an everlasting waste. ... For
many nations and great kings shall
make slaves even of them, and I will
recompense them according to their
deeds and the work of their hands.
(Jeremiah 25:12-14)
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God used the nation of Babylon
to punish the sins Israel committed.
70 years later, God used Persia to
punish Babylonians for their evil
deeds against the people of Israel.

In the fourth year of King
Jehoiakim, and in the first of
Nebuchadnezzar, Babylonians
invaded Judea, and took Jerusalem,
in 605 BC. Seventy years later on
the first year of Cyrus in 535 BC,
the Persian king defeated the nation
of Babylon and made his
proclamation for the restoration of
the Jews, and the rebuilding of
Jerusalem, so that the people
returned to the land of Canaan to
rebuild their country.

Babylonians did evils in the
process of defeating evil doers,
which deserved the righteous
judgment from Yahweh God. We
should learn a lesson here: using
evil actions to deal with evil deeds
may invite punishment from the
righteous God who will not tolerate
evils of any forms.

Yahweh God desires to build and
guide His children to walk on His
way, sometimes through
disciplinary punishments when they
are necessary. God always gives us
the opportunity to repent and to
return to Him because He loves us.

Yahweh God loves us so much
that he sent His son to die for our
sins so that we can be reconciled to
God. What a merciful and loving
God we have. Praise His Name!
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ABR Questions
g s AeigE 18 W 119:97-120; BRAIK A 21-26 F
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 18; Psalm 119:97-120; Jeremiah 21-26
#LFE 55 Saturday
> %% Bible Reading: % /074 18 % Luke 18
> % 1817 RFELEFRA, LERT AWEG, ERLNET,
By T Ae o
> A ARTRERFEBR S HFOALBRELHAL? At A2
» Luke 18:17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.
» Question: Does this mean that people with less education may be
saved much easier? Why?

ABR174Q

#L## X Sunday

> %% Bible Reading: # % 119:97-120; Psalm 119:97-120

> F 119110 BAAKRTRYE, KA0&A k& RG],

> FAR: ARE S 2D ?

» Psalm 119:110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not
stray from your precepts.

» Question: Does the author have a proud attitude?

#L# — Monday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: B8 A K45 21 ¥ ; Jeremiah 21

> AR2L9EAZIRER, L@ )L E, BAMEL: 12t Kk)3
% B B AR B RAR, LRAE, B THe RS,

> FIA: Bl FGEL, MERRBLERGFRR? RHHA
Bamas, LRZERFE?

» Jeremiah 21:9 He who stays in this city shall die by the sword, by
famine, and by pestilence, but he who goes out and surrenders to the
Chaldeans who are besieging you shall live and shall have his life as
a prize of war.

» Question: In such a case, which one is to glorify God, to fight the
enemy and die or to surrender and live?
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#L# = Tuesday

>
>
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7% 22 Bible Reading: #3#) K 45 22 ¥ ; Jeremiah 22
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Jeremiah 22:16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it
was well. Is not this to know me? declares the LORD.

Question: Is this the only purpose to know Yahweh God?

#LF = Wednesday

>
>

>

i £2 Bible Reading: 33 A K45 23 ¥ ; Jeremiah 23

B 23:5 ARAn DL “ B FHE], RELKIR-AALEH
&, LT IR, TFAFE, £ ERTNFFN Lo

AR AR I EHEFR?

Jeremiah 23:Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land.

Question: Who is the righteous Branch of David?

#LF ™ Thursday

>
>

>

72 %2 Bible Reading: ¥/ A K 45 24 & ; Jeremiah 24

3R 24:7 HBWGHRAVINIR K S, Joid FATFL, oA B K
0T R, &BAERAIG 4P, AN E—SEE K 7

Bl AL : ARBIA E) bR 4GS R TAAAR? LR A T
AkA 7

Jeremiah 24:7 I will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD,
and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they shall
return to me with their whole heart.

Question: Where is the heart to return to God from? From God who
gave them or by themselves?
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#L# & Friday

> %% Bible Reading: 841 & 45 25 % ; Jeremiah 25

> HR25:15 BRete A &38R SR de st AR T P AR AR
BRAGE, R EEMR LS E G RF,

> FAL: ARBRE BT A7

» Jeremiah 25:15 Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: "Take
from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations
to whom I send you drink it.

> Question: What is the wine of wrath?

> % Bible Reading: 334 & 45 26 % ; Jeremiah 26

> R 26:9 “URATIIA LY LN F K, IRLT T, ERLT
%,,ui%i/\ﬁé-ﬂ’i%? 7 FARKRRAAEI AL R, REBIR

AR E,

> FA: B A A EF el R T R IEA LA IR ?

» Jeremiah 26:9 “Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD,
saying, 'This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be
desolate, without inhabitant'?" And all the people gathered around
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

» Question: How do the people there might know whether a prophecy

was right or wrong?

Him: 3R 247 R EGRAVINIR K9S, Fril KA IRALE , A1 2AE

RET R, KRBMERMNG A, BAHRMNE—SEE K.

Memorize: Jeremiah 24:7 I will give them a heart to know that I am the

LORD, and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they
shall return to me with their whole heart.
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ABR Hints

%77 & Wanbing Frank Li, PhD

Pk s AndgE 18 35 ¥ A 119:97-120; BRAI KR 21-26 F
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 18; Psalm 119:97-120; Jeremiah 21-26

#LFE 55 Saturday

> %% Bible Reading: % /274 18 % ; Luke 18

> % 18:17 RFEAEIFEM, LEARL HEG, ERLNET,
B T A i

> FlA: IRAZEBRELES HFTOALBEEHFK? A A?

» Luke 18:17 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.

» Question: Does this mean that people with less education may be
saved much easier? Why?

#7< Hints

RFC, FKF LA, Maybe. Education give people
{E 1A E VAR S Lt A brain washed so that they are more
17, difficult to accept the truth of God.

## X Sunday

> %% Bible Reading: # % 119:97-120; Psalm 119:97-120

> F 119110 BAAKKRTRYE, KA0&A B & RG],

> AR AFE S 2D ?

» Psalm 119:110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not
stray from your precepts.

» Question: Does the author have a proud attitude?

#7 Hints

R—E . T RARFFLE Not necessarily. He might be
B EIEMA B, XA NIK proud to have the Word of God,
., which is good.
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#L#— Monday

> %% Bible Reading: 841 & 45 21 ¥ ; Jeremiah 21

> AR2L9EAZIREG, L@ )L MR, BAMA; 2d k)3
B BARM RN, LRAE, ZAATHHIES,

> B B, IMFERRBLERGFRR? RHHA
B mAT, ERAKEMGE?

» Jeremiah 21:9 He who stays in this city shall die by the sword, by
famine, and by pestilence, but he who goes out and surrenders to the
Chaldeans who are besieging you shall live and shall have his life as
a prize of war.

» Question: In such a case, which one is to glorify God, to fight the
enemy and die or to surrender and live?

#®T Hints
2R, hwmEEEZR We need to understand, the
Fo T2 SR AR IELE I KRS prophet put the way of life and the

AT, LA R AR way of death before the people of
2 Judah, which one God wish them to

choose.

#L# = Tuesday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: B8 A K 45 22 ¥ ; Jeremiah 22
>mu2m%ﬁlw% ZAME, REFHATT AR INIRETRAE
Fobh? X R AL

1AL AR AR R LA 89 B 3L A X AN ?

Jeremiah 22:16 He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it
was well. Is not this to know me? declares the LORD.

Question: Is this the only purpose to know Yahweh God?

\ 24
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&7~ Hints
X AR INIRAR AR L 8 — A This is one of the purposes to
B a9, know God.
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#L# = Wednesday

> i£% Bible Readlng AV K4 23 F; Jeremiah 23

> AR23:5ERAREGL: B THE], RBLRKIXL-AMIAHE
&, 4{’39‘&%‘3#1, TEAFE, £ ERTATFFN L,

> A ERKITANEYER?

» Jeremiah 23:Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land.

» Question: Who is the righteous Branch of David?

#® 7 Hints

IRER A B Jesus Christ

#L# Y9 Thursday

> %% Bible Reading: #3#| & 45 24 3 ; Jeremiah 24

> I} 247 REGRAVNRKE G, Sl AR I L 21K
WF R, KBNS , BARMNZ—S) @:&o 7

> A ARERYE 6 b 698 L G A AR LA A T
ARAA?

» Jeremiah 24:7 I will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD,
and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they shall
return to me with their whole heart.

» Question: Where is the heart to return to God from? From God who
gave them or by themselves?

#7< Hints

LR A X AR S, ‘ God gave them such a heart.
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#L# & Friday

> %% Bible Reading: 841 & 45 25 % ; Jeremiah 25

> HR25:15 BRAede A B8 AV R Fest it CARMRARF PR
BRGYIE, BRI EERENHEENRE.

> FA: AR E A A 47

» Jeremiah 25:15 Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: "Take
from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations
to whom I send you drink it.

> Question: What is the wine of wrath?

#®T Hints
AR EIETT, ‘ God’s angry punishments.

> % Bible Reading: 34| & 45 26 % ; Jeremiah 26

> IR 26:9 “ARAMTII ALt LM Z B, X LdeTF, XIRL T
ARARNIEAZR? 7 TAXRALIA LR, RE 2| IR
FIARARE,

> FA: B A AEF B RN T R IEA LA IR ?

» Jeremiah 26:9 “Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD,
saying, "This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be
desolate, without inhabitant'?" And all the people gathered around
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

» Question: How do the people there might know whether a prophecy
was right or wrong?

4R~ Hints
W FAR Rk, | Please share your thoughts.

Hil: A0 247 KBGRAVIR KA, Soil RAIA L, MM ZAE
AT R, REBELMG 4, BARMNEZ—S G R
Memorize: Jeremiah 24:7 [ will give them a heart to know that I am the

LORD, and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they

shall return to me with their whole heart.
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