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On Saturday, April 16, 2016 a
magnitude-7.8 earthquake in the
small country of Ecuador left at
least 570 people dead, 155 people
missing, and 7,015 injured.'

A natural reaction to the disaster
was to ask, “Where is God when the
earthquake happened?” “Why did
God allow so many people killed?”

These questions highlight the
need to understand who God is and
His nature through the study of the
Bible. Jeremiah 18 tells us that
Yahweh God is a sovereign God.
He has the authority and power to
do whatever He chooses. But He is
a relational God and hopes to have
a reconciled relationship with us.

Sovereign God

And the vessel he was making of
clay was spoiled in the potter's
hand, and he reworked it into
another vessel, as it seemed good to
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the potter to do. (Jeremiah 18:4)

A potter uses clay to create
vessels according to his own will.
The clay has no right to choose
what vessel it wants to be. God
works in our lives just as a potter
works with clay.

Then the word of the LORD
came to me: “O house of Israel, can
1 not do with you as this potter has
done? declares the LORD. Behold,
like the clay in the potter's hand, so
are you in my hand, O house of
Israel.” (Jeremiah 18:5-6)

The nation of Israel was in God’s
hand so are our lives. God is in full
control of our lives and will do
whatever He pleases with us for His
purpose. We do not have any right
to challenge God’s decision because
He is the potter and we are the clay.
All things are under God's rule and
control, and that nothing happens
without His direction or
permission. God may allow us to be
killed in an earthquake or traffic
accidents even though we may not
think we have ever sinned. God has
the full sovereignty of our lives, and
does not need to consider our
human problems, reactions or even
prayers. However, Yahweh God
does not act like a tyrant, but
desires to have good relationship
with us, because He is a reasonable
and relational God.

Relational God

Yahweh God is a merciful,
loving, and living God. He loves us
human beings and hopes to build
and strengthen His relationships



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
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with us. He actively interacts with
us. Our actions have the potential to
change or alter God’s decisions,
because He is an interactive loving
God.

Our repentance and good deeds
may reduce the punishments we
may face, because God said,

If ... turns from its evil, I will
relent of the disaster that I intended
to do to it. (Jeremiah 18:7-8)

Our bad and evil actions may
keep us from receiving the
blessings God intends to give to us,
because God said,

If it does evil in my sight, not
listening to my voice, then I will
relent of the good that I had
intended to do to it. (Jeremiah 18:9-
10)

He loves us so much that He
even sent His Son Jesus Christ to
die for our sins in order to save us
from the bondages of sins.
Whatever he does with our lives is
for our benefits — to know Him
more, to experience His love, and to
become more like His son.

Choice of Man

We have freedom to choose to
obey or disobey God, because He
gives us the opportunity to return to
Him, as He gave the same
opportunity to the people of Judah:

Now, therefore, say to the men of
Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem: 'Thus says the LORD,
behold, I am shaping disaster
against you and devising a plan
against you. Return, everyone from
his evil way, and amend your ways
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and your deeds.’ (Jeremiah 18:11)

God gave them the opportunity,
but they refused it:

"But they say, 'That is in vain!
We will follow our own plans, and
will every one act according to the
stubbornness of his evil heart."”
(Jeremiah 18:12)

Therefore the people of Judah
received the punishments they
deserved, and Judah and Jerusalem
were defeated and downfall in 586
BC.

Our Yahweh God is a sovereign
and relational God. He has the
sovereignty to use or to destroy our
lives one way or another. But He
loves us and always desires to give
us the opportunity to return to Him.

Do you know this powerful and
merciful God?

May God bless us all so that we
may know Him more and more, and
may live according to His will.

1. http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/20/americas/ecuador-

earthquake/index.html
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P s AeigE 17 WA 119:73-96; AR 16-20 %
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 17; Psalm 119:73-96; Jeremiah 16-20

#LF# 5 Saturday

> % Bible Reading: % #0434 17 % ; Luke 17

> SAedEE 1717 IRERL:  CEE T HARRTAAD? ARSI
PRY 18R T ESEA, BRAMATREREL 5?7
19FAARASBL:  “ARk, A€! REEFEKHTHRT. 7

> R AR T ZA? RN EREFKTS?

» Luke 17:17 Then Jesus answered, "Were not ten cleansed? Where
are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God
except this foreigner?" 19 And he said to him, "Rise and go your way;
your faith has made you well."

» Question: What did his faith save him from? Were the nine saved
also?

#L# X Sunday

> 2% Bible Reading: # % 119:73-96 77 ; Psalm 119:73-96

> B 119:82 A BB EARG R F, IREKP. W CARTI A
®7 7

> P 4R B A AR K 7

» Psalm 119:82 My eyes fail with longing for Your word, While I say,
"When will You comfort me?" NAU

» Question: What caused the failure of his eyes?
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% 22 Bible Reading: #R#) K 45 16 ¥ ; Jeremiah 16
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Jeremiah 16:19 O LORD, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge
in the day of trouble, to you shall the nations come from the ends of
the earth and say: "Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies,
worthless things in which there is no profit. 20 Can man make for
himself gods? Such are not gods!"

Question: Meditate on this verse. How shall we treat our fellow
Chinese people who worship the idols? Why do people worship them?

L = Tuesday

>
>

%242 Bible Reading: #3#) A 45 17 ¥ ; Jeremiah 17
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Jeremiah 17:1 "The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with a
point of diamond it is engraved on the tablet of their heart, and on the
horns of their altars, 2 while their children remember their altars and
their Asherim, beside every green tree and on the high hills,
Question: What is the meaning of this verse?
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7% 22 Bible Reading: #3#) K 45 18 ¥ ; Jeremiah 18
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Jeremiah 18:10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my
voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it.
Question: Does God change His mind? Is He able to know their heart
before-hand?
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Jeremiah 18:21 Therefore deliver up their children to famine; give
them over to the power of the sword; let their wives become
childless and widowed. May their men meet death by pestilence,
their youths be struck down by the sword in battle.

Question: Does this kind of prayer full of hatred please God? Why
did the prophet of God have such kind of prayer?

#LFF 7 Thursday
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7% 22 Bible Reading: ZR#) K45 19 ¥ ; Jeremiah 19
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Jeremiah 19:9 And I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and
their daughters, and everyone shall eat the flesh of his neighbor in
the siege and in the distress, with which their enemies and those who
seek their life afflict them.'

Question: Did God cause them to do such an evil? How do you
explain this verse?
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7% 22 Bible Reading: #R#) K 45 20 ¥ ; Jeremiah 20
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Jeremiah 20:1 Now Pashhur the priest, the son of Immer, who was
chief officer in the house of the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying
these things. 2 Then Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and put him
in the stocks that were in the upper Benjamin Gate of the house of
the LORD.

Question: A priest should be called by God to serve God. Why did a
servant of God persecute another servant of God? Does this still
happen today? Why?

R 20:14 B A AR B LTI B AEF A KA E REAR.
AL A ZBRA KGR R TR A B R? X BT A A ?
Jeremiah 20:14 Cursed be the day on which I was born! The day
when my mother bore me, let it not be blessed!

Question: Why did Jeremiah curse his own birthday? What does this
imply?
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Memorize: Jeremiah 18:8 and if that nation, concerning which I have

spoken, turns from its evil, [ will relent of the disaster that I intended
to do to it.
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P s AeigE 17 WA 119:73-96; AR 16-20 %
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 17; Psalm 119:73-96; Jeremiah 16-20

#LF# 5 Saturday

> % Bible Reading: % #0434 17 % ; Luke 17

> SAedEE 1717 IRERL:  CEE T HARRTAAD? ARSI
PRY 18R T ESEA, BRAMATREREL 5?7
19FAARASBL:  “ARk, A€! REEFEKHTHRT. 7

> R AR T ZA? RN EREFKTS?

» Luke 17:17 Then Jesus answered, "Were not ten cleansed? Where
are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God
except this foreigner?" 19 And he said to him, "Rise and go your way;
your faith has made you well."

» Question: What did his faith save him from? Were the nine saved

also?
3£ Hints

B AR, mAR 9AR Saved spiritually. The nine had
B G RGIRE only physical salvation.

## X Sunday

> 1% Bible Reading: # # 119:73-96 37 ; Psalm 119:73-96

> ¥ 119:82 KA M 2 ARy 2 iF, IREFR P Bl “ARATE A
&7
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Psalm 119:82 My eyes fail with longing for Your word, While I say,
"When will You comfort me?" NAU

Question: What caused the failure of his eyes?

\ 24
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# Hints
By 8 S H SR B R 150 Longing for or looking forward
B89 5K A to the realization of the promised
salvation.
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#L#— Monday

> %% Bible Reading: 384 & 45 16 % ; Jeremiah 16

> IR 16:19 BRFaded ! ARR KA &, RAMKRE; EEEZR,
RGBT, FIEAALKRRKEREE, #: “&K7]8
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> R RAXNHE L, RE2EFEMNGIBRG EHFR REA?
A AR ZFABAER?

» Jeremiah 16:19 O LORD, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge
in the day of trouble, to you shall the nations come from the ends of
the earth and say: "Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies,
worthless things in which there is no profit. 20 Can man make for
himself gods? Such are not gods!"

» Question: Meditate on this verse. How shall we treat our fellow
Chinese people who worship the idols? Why do people worship them?

#7~ Hints
AAVRE B & R AGILIE, X People feel spiritual hanger and
TR & 25 EA, refuse to worship the true God.

#LF = Tuesday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: 33 A K 45 17 ¥ ; Jeremiah 17
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Fa KA

> A XPELNELRMFLA? A 23AE K Ef3z A E?

» Jeremiah 17:1 "The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; with a
point of diamond it is engraved on the tablet of their heart, and on the
horns of their altars, 2 while their children remember their altars and
their Asherim, beside every green tree and on the high hills,

» Question: What is the meaning of this verse?

327 Hints
XBEREMATG AT This means that their sins are not
NGy, AT a TR 4 deniable. Them themselves know

i, AL AL, A from their hear, and God knows

& 3] 2B aE A £ B A48 B about them all. And they will know
?; | ERA A AN F when they come to the temple.
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#L# = Wednesday

> %% Bible Reading: I8 41 &5 18 % ; Jeremiah 18

> R 18:10 A1 AT KRR P H A B F, RITAKNE, RLLE
B, IR LG 48 UG A,

> FlA: bR )E D ? MEE A SR ke A 608 B
&7

» Jeremiah 18:10 and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my
voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it.

» Question: Does God change His mind? Is He able to know their heart
before-hand?

#25< Hints

W FAReg Rk, | Please share your thinking.

> ER18:21 #& b, BARFRAIGILLZ S EF 71 8], BAAI E

T, BAEESR; RN AR TR, 16y ) FA
T LA &5

> R XA RHIIREER LR ESD? AH 2 LS ks
T RR AR QAR ?

» Jeremiah 18:21 Therefore deliver up their children to famine; give
them over to the power of the sword; let their wives become
childless and widowed. May their men meet death by pestilence,
their youths be struck down by the sword in battle.

» Question: Does this kind of prayer full of hatred please God? Why
did the prophet of God have such kind of prayer?

327~ Hints
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#LF 7 Thursday

The prophet poured his pains to
God and sought justice from God.
This action pleases God. Of course
God does not necessarily do
according to his requests.

> 1% Bible Reading: ¥3#) K 45 19 ¥ ; Jeremiah 19

> ER19:9 KL ERMNERR ZFiaz W+,
B L4 ay Al A8 A,
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» Jeremiah 19:9 And I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and
their daughters, and everyone shall eat the flesh of his neighbor in
the siege and in the distress, with which their enemies and those who

seek their life afflict them.'

» Question: Did God cause them to do such an evil? How do you

explain this verse?

%  Hints

A b ey A& S AN &

o BRI A R RRIR
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Because of God’s punishments
are upon them. God did not make
them to do the evil things. Instead,
they did such an evil under the

punishments of God.

#L# & Friday

> % Bible Reading: 334 & 45 20 % ; Jeremiah 20
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» Jeremiah 20:1 Now Pashhur the priest, the son of Immer, who was
chief officer in the house of the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying
these things. 2 Then Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and put him
in the stocks that were in the upper Benjamin Gate of the house of
the LORD.

» Question: A priest should be called by God to serve God. Why did a
servant of God persecute another servant of God? Does this still
happen today? Why?

&7~ Hints

RFREERAZ EFrE Maybe the priest was called by
. 1ERTERTRA AT God, but he might have changed to
FERST, mAAHER work for his own interests, instead
45 B IR 5 of for God’s interests.
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AT, B AL 2 Christian transformation may be
LARTAE, FHREH#HE | incomplete, and sinful nature can be
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Mk, XRLHALEH® | displayed very easily. This is a
§y — AN warning for all Christians.

BR 20:14 R A& A AR B LTI RAEFF =R RFEA.
AL A ZFRFIR TR A TAAE B R? B A A ?
Jeremiah 20:14 Cursed be the day on which I was born! The day
when my mother bore me, let it not be blessed!

Question: Why did Jeremiah curse his own birthday? What does this
imply?

YV VVY

#7~ Hints

IRAKRIEFHRE, UE He was so painful that he hated
FhA B O A HA, His own birth. He wished that he
RAGIE A b3t A T 8 He did not born, so that he would not

. - s face the challenge to speak the truth
o A = T 2 WA g p
‘;j e %igi\i%kﬁﬁ ks for God. The servants of God face
AT ° the same challenge today.
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Memorize: Jeremiah 18:8 and if that nation, concerning which I have
spoken, turns from its evil, [ will relent of the disaster that I intended
to do to it.
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