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The great country of the United
States of America has been
becoming weirder and weirder
nowadays. As the country is getting
away from the teachings of the
Bible, biblical moral standards are
no longer being upheld, and more
and more people are fighting for
nonsenses. People seem to have lost
basic common sense. Currently in
North Carolina, people are debating
about which bathroom a person
should go.

On Feb. 22, 2016, Charlotte city
council passed an ordinance
allowing transgender people to use
the bathrooms of the gender they
identify with. But at a special session
on March 23, North Carolina’s
General Assembly proposed and
passed the House Bill 2 (HB2), or
the “bathroom bill”, which restricts
public restrooms be used only by
people corresponding to their
biological sex at birth, and the
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governor signed it into law that same
night. But some businesses jump out
to protest.

It is so obvious that a person is
either male or female at birth. But in
this degenerated world with
corruptive minds, it is becoming a
huge issue when a person grows up.
Some people seek to identify with a
gender that is different from their
biological gender, and decide to
change it according their wishes.
According to 2011 findings from the
Williams Institute, the transgender
population represents about 0.3% of
American adults.

Let us think about what the real
issue is here. It seems to me that the
fundamental issue of the gender
identity crisis today is many people
have lost the sense of truth and
simply refuse to accept the reality of
objective truth. If anyone dares to
tell the truth today, he or she would
be under persecutions of many kinds,
just like what Jeremiah experienced
when he prophesied the truth from
God. Jeremiah prayed to God for his
safety and God promised him, as
recorded in Jeremiah 15:15-21.
When persecutions come to us, we
need to understand protection comes
from the almighty Yahweh God, and
we do not necessarily need to fight
for our own political rights.

Protection

Jeremiah felt that he was
surrounded by his enemies. He
prayed to Yahweh God for his own
safety.

O LORD, you know, remember
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me and visit me, and take vengeance
for me on my persecutors. In your
Jforbearance take me not away, know
that for your sake I bear reproach.
(Jeremiah 15:15)

Today faithful servants of God
may feel the same way. The world is
becoming so dark that we may feel
pressures from all directions at all
times. But our protections are from
Yahweh God. We do not need to
worry about our safety if God wants
to use us.

Love for His Word

Jeremiah expressed his loving
emotion for the word of God.

Your words were found, and I ate
them, and your words became to me
a joy and the delight of my heart, for
I am called by your name, O LORD,
God of hosts. (Jeremiah 15:16)

We children of God should love
the Word of God and feel the joy in
reading the Word of God, which
makes us different from those of the
world.

Seeking God’s Guidance

Then Jeremiah told God how he
separated himself from sins and
sinful people. But still he did not
have peace in his heart.

1 did not sit in the company of
revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat
alone, because your hand was upon
me, for you had filled me with
indignation. Why is my pain
unceasing, my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed? Will you be to
me like a deceitful brook, like waters
that fail? (Jeremiah 15:17-18)
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Jeremiah sought God for answers.
God did answer him, but in a
reversed order with different
contents.

Jeremiah worried about his safety
first, but God emphasized first the
status of his heart. God wanted to
restore His relationship with
Jeremiah.

Therefore thus says the LORD: "If
you return, I will restore you, and
you shall stand before me.”
(Jeremiah 15:19A)

For every one of us human
beings, especially for us servants of
God, the most important thing is to
return to God and to restore our
relationship with God. Otherwise we
cannot stand before God.

Speak the Truth

Then God told Jeremiah to serve
Him faithfully.

“If you utter what is precious, and
not what is worthless, you shall be as
my mouth. They shall turn to you, but
you shall not turn to them.”
(Jeremiah 15:19B)

We should discern what is true
from false. The prophet was told to
serve as mouth of God, to speak
faithfully what God told Him, and to
speak exactly what God wants to tell
people. In this world, we need to
understand what the world is and
how to reach the people of the world
for Christ.

This world is a sinful world. The
key problem of this world is that
people’s relationship with God is
broken. We need to reach the heart
of the people, not just to enforce our
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Christian ways of life. When we face
this sinful world, we need to think
how to reach sinful people with
passion and justice. However, quite
often a sinful society simply does not
have solutions for its sinful
problems.

I feel that the bathroom issue is a
sinful problem of this sinful world. It
is difficult to find a good and
practical solution to an evil issue.

Of course a society should
enforce the biological sex as the
standard, not a subjective one. It is
fair to restrict bathrooms according
to their biological sexes. Lesbian
couples should go to female
bathrooms, and gay couples should
all go to male bathrooms, not
according to their own feelings.

Ideally people should go to
bathroom according to their
biological sexes which should not be
changed since birth. But transgender
people have already changed their
physiological structures so that their
current biological sexes are different
from their sexes at birth. From a
transgender point of view, the
Bathroom Bill is a discrimination
against transgender people, who
have changed biological sexes. They
have their own reasons. Let us think
from their stand, if we think
transgender is a bad choice, still no
one is able to change them back.
After the surgical operations have
completed, their biological sexes
have permanently changed. We as a
society should try our best to accept
and accommodate their changes.

For example, Bruce Jenner was
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male and was surgically changed to
be a female, now called Caitlyn
Jenner, and has been permanently
changed. We should not force
Caitlyn Jenner to go to male
bathroom, because she is a female
now.

At the same time, we need to
consider safety of women and
children, which is the purpose of the
Bathroom Bill. Some males may
pretend to be transgender females to
go to female bathrooms and to
conduct criminal actions.

It is difficult to have a good
solution to satisfy the needs of all the
people. The issue comes from what
gender is. Gender identify is
biological and physiological, not
psychological or feeling. Gender is
created by God and is displayed at
birth. When some people simply do
not accept their natural identities,
they created many difficulties for
themselves and more problems for
the society in general. It is difficult
to find good solutions for those
sinful problems.

The only good solution is to go
back to the basic: accepting the
creations of God. The hope for all of
us is to be reconciled to God.
Otherwise we will have more and
more social problems and conflicts.

But when we speak such a simple
truth, we will face persecutions from
this sinful world. Naturally we may
worry about our own wellbeing
when we tell the truth. We need to
give our worries to God, and God
will protect us, as God protected
Jeremiah:
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“And I will make you to this
people a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you, but they
shall not prevail over you, for I am
with you to save you and deliver you,
declares the LORD. I will deliver
you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of
the ruthless.” (Jeremiah 15:20-21)

In summary, we need to tell the
sinful world that our hope is to be
reconciled to God, not fighting for
our own individual political rights.
In doing so we may face
persecutions, but God will protect us
when we return to God and have our
relationship with God restored, and
serve Him faithfully. May God give
all of us the wisdom and courage.

1. https://www.yahoo.com/katiecouric/the-north-carolina-bathroom-bill-

hb2-explained-172020141.html
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Pk i E 16 1 119:49-72; IAIKS 11-15 %
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 16; Psalm 119:49-72; Jeremiah 11-15

#LF 55 Saturday

>
>

>

%4 Bible Reading: # w484 16 % ; Luke 16
16110 AERDAF BB, EXFELES; ARDHFLE
T, ERXRE LR,

BlAL: ARAMIPAR B S ED? S HAGERTBAR, THL
SR FE G ? R,
Luke 16:10 "One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in
much.”
Question: Was this servant faithful? Was he honest when he used
other’s properties to make friends?

#L# X Sunday

>
>
>

7 %2 Bible Reading: # % 119:49-72; Psalm 119:49-72

B 119:53 AL BAB ARG EE, SR, B Kt
AL A At KEE? AR A AXD? ATRRAREAR
WFR? At AT

Psalm 119:53 Hot indignation seizes me because of the wicked, who
forsake your law.

Question: Why was he so angry? Is it because he was self-righteous?
Is it better not to be angry? Why?
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Jeremiah 11:4 which I commanded your forefathers in the day that I
brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying,
'Listen to My voice, and do according to all which I command you;
so you shall be My people, and I will be your God,'

Question: Is the love of God conditional?

L = Tuesday
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7 %2 Bible Reading: /A K45 12 % ; Jeremiah 12

IR 12:1 BRAedert ) R GRS aEa iR, 1RE AL 12h —14,
KL EE5RE: BAGERAMTER? KATRIFGATHE
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Jeremiah 12:1 Righteous are you, O LORD, when I complain to you;
yet I would plead my case before you. Why does the way of the
wicked prosper? Why do those who are treacherous thrive?

Jeremiah 12:5 "If you have raced with men on foot, and they have
wearied you, how will you compete with horses? And if in a safe
land you are so trusting, what will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?
Question: How did God’s answer relate to Jeremiah’s question? Why
did God reply that way?
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7% 2 Bible Reading: B34 K 45 13 ¥ ; Jeremiah 13
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BlAL: B A, “BAVE R dn S IR AR B T IBRY A A
BE? A ZAAMNZERETR?

Jeremiah 13:12 "You shall speak to them this word: 'Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, "Every jar shall be filled with wine."' And
they will say to you, 'Do we not indeed know that every jar will be
filled with wine?'

Question: What do they mean when people say, “Do we not indeed
know that every jar will be filled with wine?”

#L# Y9 Thursday

>
>
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72 %2 Bible Reading: B8 A) K45 14 & ; Jeremiah 14
mﬂ4m$%ﬁfz%%&,mm%&m TR EARRBOG R,
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] A4 : mM%ﬁw 2L, EFRHHFTHREAEII AL 264757
AT A

Jeremiah 14:21 Do not spurn us, for your name's sake; do not
dishonor your glorious throne; remember and do not break your

covenant with us.
Question: Please reflect on verse 14:21. Did God break His covenant

with the people of Israel? Why?



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. ABRI1
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7% 22 Bible Reading: B8 A K45 15 % ; Jeremiah 15
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Jeremiah 15:19 Therefore thus says the LORD: "If you return, I will
restore you, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They
shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them.”

Question: What does the verse mean, “They shall turn to you, but
you shall not turn to them.”? Why did God say so?

A 3R 15:20 KL AERE X B AR A BB MK, WLk E1R,

RIS, AARSHREAE, BREAMR, B, XA IRF 1t
BLAY o

Memorize: Jeremiah 15:20 And I will make you to this people a fortified

wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
over you, for [ am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the
LORD.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 16; Psalm 119:49-72; Jeremiah 11-15
#LF# 5 Saturday

> %42 Bible Reading: #%#04%% 16 % ; Luke 16

> H1GI0AERDMHF LS, AXFLELES; ARIHFL
AL, ERXRFLELERL,

> A IRAMMPAR &S ? ReE R AR AR, EH&
SR E D ? IR

» Luke 16:10 "One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in
much.”

» Question: Was this servant faithful? Was he honest when he used
other’s properties to make friends?

& Hints
AL E ER He was not faithful for the
RS, 240 FE by K materials when he was a servant in

£ MEET L THETH his current position, but he thought
H‘Jf;ﬁ% R about his future when he lost his
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We will lose our positions in this

AEANER BT, AR | yord some days later, then where
A5 09 R AR B R, ? is your home?

#L# X Sunday

> 2% Bible Reading: # % 119:49-72; Psalm 119:49-72

> 3 119:53 AL BABFARGEE, SRR, Hda K.

> R A AM A AR REAAMEAND? ERARERR
WFR? A AT

» Psalm 119:53 Hot indignation seizes me because of the wicked, who
forsake your law.

» Question: Why was he so angry? Is it because he was self-righteous?
Is it better not to be angry? Why?

#®7 Hints
& AT AR B Being angry is just an emotional

reaction. He loves God’s law, not
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g% ERegiEk, mAE because he was self-righteous. If a
AL, WmBEATRAE person is not angry or emotional,
2, TR A A AR bR probably he or she does not care.
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#L# — Monday

> %% Bible Reading: 33 A A4 11 ¥ ; Jeremiah 11

> AR 114Xy, REBFARMPNALIMIE B AAT S K, B3 %P 69A]
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> A B & A169 F AR K eD?

» Jeremiah 11:4 which I commanded your forefathers in the day that I
brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying,
'Listen to My voice, and do according to all which I command you;
so you shall be My people, and I will be your God,'

» Question: Is the love of God conditional?

#® 7~ Hints
EEeg %R &4, 125 The love of God is not

LRI ARG LMY, & conditional. But the covenant with

R AT BAEE L God is conditional. We may receive
7 WS God’s specific blessings with
° specific conditions.

#L# = Tuesday

> 1%£% Bible Reading: B8 A K 45 12 ¥ ; Jeremiah 12

> WUI%% W'&%4%%%H@ 2 H L A2k —4,
KL EHMREL: BANEIE A TER? KT FGHTH
SR RT?

>.%u5[%% Wl “EREEVITHARK, HELER,
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> A MR LR R A GIRA KGR AR A X FER? AT A
b S ) K S S AR A KR 2

» Jeremiah 12:1 Righteous are you, O LORD, when I complain to you;
yet I would plead my case before you. Why does the way of the
wicked prosper? Why do those who are treacherous thrive?

» Jeremiah 12:5 "If you have raced with men on foot, and they have
wearied you, how will you compete with horses? And if in a safe
land you are so trusting, what will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?



14 1448 542 EHAELKE, A EHOA

>

Question: How did God’s answer relate to Jeremiah’s question? Why
did God reply that way?

#®7= Hints

AEAEEFRAEB, R Basically God said, you are just a

AN, R MERAZ Rk | human being, you may not be able

Ro b B EAE A to understand the situation you
Mo W AR E . W asked. God wants us to simply trust

E—W.

Him. He is the almighty God and
He is in charge.

#LF = Wednesday

> %% Bible Reading: #3 4] & 45 13 ¥ ; Jeremiah 13

> AR13:2 AR E AT At L E )Y LA de i &
AR R T B, 7 AL AR RN E R AR IR
Btk TIBR? 7

> FEA: AN, “HBMERAF & InAR TR H T IBRY A A
BE? 2 AN B R?

» Jeremiah 13:12 "You shall speak to them this word: 'Thus says the
LORD, the God of Israel, "Every jar shall be filled with wine."" And
they will say to you, 'Do we not indeed know that every jar will be
filled with wine?'

» Question: What do they mean when people say, “Do we not indeed
know that every jar will be filled with wine?”

#®= Hints

HeAi189 & R AV A They might mean that they

K9 EF, BB S0 would have great joy, and will
kR, AAIE M K £ celebrate it by drinking a lot wine.
#a. b R A R They expected great happiness, but

A,

God planned to use that to punish
them.

#LF 7 Thursday

>
>

>

72 22 Bible Reading: #3#) K 45 14 & ; Jeremiah 14

BR 14:21 RIFAR G %, FREEN, RERGRRABHEE,
KL, REHT HRMT L4,

Bl AL: HEFEXPEL, LFHFTREAECTIAN LD
27

Jeremiah 14:21 Do not spurn us, for your name's sake; do not
dishonor your glorious throne; remember and do not break your
covenant with us.
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» Question: Please reflect on verse 14:21. Did God break His covenant
with the people of Israel? Why?
#® < Hints
W F AR B E, | Please share your thoughts.

#L# & Friday

> i%£% Bible Reading: 334K 45 15 ¥ ; Jeremiah 15

> HR15:19 BiAedpdegbiit: “ARFIIE, HIEFARER R, Rk
BR@AT; ARERETA TR A E K, RLT AL R
o, A LA, REAPRT )2 G,

> A AeAL )3 @Ak, ARBPTTE R4 A TR A
2 b dm LR ?

» Jeremiah 15:19 Therefore thus says the LORD: "If you return, I will
restore you, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They
shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them.”

» Question: What does the verse mean, “They shall turn to you, but
you shall not turn to them.”? Why did God say so?

#7< Hints

B E IR RIS S God confirmed to Jeremiah that
R, BRAI KR % 4E3 He would be with him. Jeremiah
BRI, VLB I A Y EEE should speak the truth from God.
BRA) K 7 B3 ] L @A The people of Israel should return

p oo R to God by turning to Jeremiah, and
RIRFIAT L 3 4 @ IRA Jeremiah should not turn himself to

e, the people to accommodate them.
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Memorize: Jeremiah 15:20 And I will make you to this people a fortified
wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the
LORD.
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