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God Suffers with Us

FRA) K45 Jeremiah 9:1-9
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Suffering is one of the frequently
discussed topics in life. Whenever a
tragedy strikes such as the bombing
in Brussels or Tsunami in Japan,
people often ask questions such as,
“Why does an omnipotent and
merciful God let people suffer?
Does the almighty God have the
power to stop the sufferings of the
people? Does the merciful God care
to do anything to stop sufferings of
people?”

Some people may reason this
way: If God is not able to stop
suffering, He is not omnipotent.
And if He does not care to stop
suffering, He is not merciful.
Therefore, some of them believe the
existence of suffering in the world
indicate that God is either impotent
or not merciful. God cannot be both
omnipotent and merciful. In other
words, the suffering in the world
may imply that an omnipotent and
merciful God does not exist.
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It sounds reasonable to our
human understanding, doesn’t it?
But human beings have limited
understanding of God. Sufferings
may be from various different
sources, such as natural disasters,
human mistakes, punishments of
human sins, etc. God may teach His
children lessons through
disciplining punishments and
sufferings.

God is the creator of all of us
humans, and He has a higher
purpose for his children than just a
comfortable life on this earth. He
wants to develop our characters
through sufferings, and he suffers
with us when we suffer, as recorded
in Jeremiah 9.

Merciful vs. Suffering

Being Commissioned to foretell
God’s judgement and reprove sins,
Prophet Jeremiah expressed great
sorrow with the miseries of Judah
and Jerusalem.

Oh that my head were waters,
and my eyes a fountain of tears, that
1 might weep day and night for the
slain of the daughter of my people!
(Jeremiah 9:1)

What Jeremiah expressed was
the heart of God who suffers with
His people because He is merciful,
and loves His people. He does not
delight to see their sufferings.

Holy God and Sinners

But at the same, because God is
holy and does not tolerate sins. He
wants to get away from sinners as
sinners would not be able stand



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
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before Him.

Oh that I had in the desert a
travelers' lodging place, that I
might leave my people and go away
from them! For they are all
adulterers, a company of
treacherous men. They bend their
tongue like a bow, falsehood and
not truth has grown strong in the
land; for they proceed from evil to
evil, and they do not know me,
declares the LORD. (Jeremiah 9:2-
3)

Some people believe that God
loves us so much that He should
accept us no matter what we do.
The fact is that He hates sins, and
consequently He separates Himself
from sinners. We may be making a
serious mistake if we believe that
God loves us so much that He will
turn a blind eye about our sins.

He loves us so much that He
does not want us to live with our
sins forever. He will punish our sins
in order to get us back to Him:

Therefore thus says the LORD of
hosts.: "Behold, I will refine them
and test them, for what else can |
do, because of my people?”
(Jeremiah 9:7)

Righteous vs. Sinful

Our sins deserve His
punishments because He is a
righteous God.

Their tongue is a deadly arrow,
it speaks deceitfully,; with his mouth
each speaks peace to his neighbor,
but in his heart he plans an ambush
for him. Shall I not punish them for
these things? declares the LORD,
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and shall I not avenge myself on a
nation such as this? (Jeremiah 9:8-
9)

Because our Yahweh God is a
righteous God, He does punish all
sins. He is a holy God, and He
cannot be with sins and sinful
people. However, God loves us so
much that He even sent His only
Son Jesus Christ to die for our sins,
so that we may receive the gift of
salvation when we accept Christ as
our Savior and Lord. The cross of
Jesus Christ shows that the
omnipotent Yahweh suffered with
us and for us. He lets His only Son
die for our sins because He is a
merciful God; His Son Jesus Christ
had to die for our sins because He is
a righteous God. The judgments our
sins are on Jesus. Yahweh God is so
mighty that He let Jesus Christ
resurrected from death. Therefore,
the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ show that our God is a
merciful, righteous and omnipotent
God.

Becoming Christians does not
grant us the freedom to sin. Instead
the Holy Spirit of Christ comes to
dwell within us so that we may
have the freedom not to sin when
we follow the guidance of the Spirit
of God. Thanks and praise to the
omnipotent and merciful Yahweh
God.
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Weekly Bible reading: Luke 15; Psalm 119:25-48; Jeremiah 6-10

#LF < Saturday

> % Bible Reading: # #2484 15 % ; Luke 15

> 9% 157 REFREAMN, —AFAEK, EXRELEZIHARKE,
BRAA AT AELGIA, RELZ K.

> B APELRARLENRE LREEAERTLIERLK, @
NEE I HRK?

» Luke 15:7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
need no repentance.

» Question: Does this verse mean that God focuses more on reaching
non-believers than helping believers to grow?

ABR171Q

## X Sunday

> 1% Bible Reading: 3 # 119:25-48; Psalm 119:25-48

> 119 47 RELMRGTEF AR, TasFRARITE.

> "?»% RINAEE EARAIED? LRdyasgdd T, EA
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> Psalm 119:47 for I find my delight in your commandments, which I
love.

» Question: Do you think the author is boasting? The commandments
of God are so difficult to follow, how can a person truly find his
delight in God’s commandments?

#L# — Monday

> 1% Bible Reading: #3#1 A 4 6 % ; Jeremiah 6

> AR 614 MMz R B E SR BHNHMG, K FxT! F
2TV AR FE,

> B AAZRID? EFT RIEAGR?

» Jeremiah 6:14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly,
saying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace.

» Question: Is it right to bless people with peace? What is the right
way to comfort people?



6 14 22 EHALELBE, AR EHA

#L# = Tuesday

>
>

>

% 22 Bible Reading: #3#) K45 7 % ; Jeremiah 7
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FAL: CHARIREE B O AR
6 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or
shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other
gods to your own harm,
Question: In what sense is going after other gods is to their own
harm?
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Jeremiah 7:9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,

make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not

known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is

called by my name, and say, 'We are delivered!'- only to go on doing

all these abominations?

Question: Why did Yahweh God say the people of Judah doing

abominations? Is it because they did not worship Yahweh God?

#LF = Wednesday
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%2 %2 Bible Reading: 334 K 45 8 ¥ ; Jeremiah 8
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Jeremiah 8:6 I have paid attention and listened, but they have not

spoken rightly; no man relents of his evil, saying, "What have I

done?' Everyone turns to his own course, like a horse plunging

headlong into battle.

Question: What is the meaning of “What have I done?” Why was it

asked that way?
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#L# 9 Thursday

> %% Bible Reading: 3841 %45 9 % ; Jeremiah 9
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» Jeremiah 9:23 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man boast in
his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the
rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this,
that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in
these things I delight, declares the LORD.

» Question: Should we boast for being a Christian? Why?

#L# A Friday

> % Bible Reading: 334 &4 10 % ; Jeremiah 10
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b, BARMNETHES, RMEAT mELXY, ffeegEL R
AR
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» Jeremiah 10:25 Pour out your wrath on the nations that know you not,
and on the peoples that call not on your name, for they have
devoured Jacob; they have devoured him and consumed him, and
have laid waste his habitation.

» Question: Did God let the other nations devour the people of Israel
and consume them? Then why did the prophet ask God to pour out
His wrath on the nations?

o AAIRP 10:24 IA R RARKFEIE LK, TRAEMRGE Y
bk, BMiEXRETLA.
Memorize: Jeremiah 10:24 Correct me, O LORD, but in justice; not in
your anger, lest you bring me to nothing.
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ABR Hints
%77 & Wanbing Frank Li, PhD
g e AedmE 15 % W 119:25-48; FRAIR A 6-10 %
Weekly Bible reading: Luke 15; Psalm 119:25-48; Jeremiah 6-10

#LFE 55 Saturday

> % Bible Reading: # #0484 15 % ; Luke 15

> %157 REFERM, —ARFAEKR, EXRELZIFEH-EKE,
BHCAA AT AEEIAN, REZ K.

> A APLELATRERE LFEEAERETLIERH/, A
NEE I ERK?

» Luke 15:7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
need no repentance.

» Question: Does this verse mean that God focuses more on reaching
non-believers than helping believers to grow?

#® 7~ Hints

o X E 5% FAGHE No. Here the emphasis is on the
%o ME, RMAEAFA, repentance of sinners. After all, all
WE BN, of us are sinners and need to repent.

## X Sunday

> %% Bible Reading: # % 119:25-48; Psalm 119:25-48

> 11947 KRR a ST AR, ZaLTRIKNE.

> FlAL: ARANAEEEORAIED? LReyesEAdT, EA
T F £ dr Ao

» Psalm 119:47 for I find my delight in your commandments, which I
love.

» Question: Do you think the author is boasting? The commandments
of God are so difficult to follow, how can a person truly find his
delight in God’s commandments?

#7~ Hints

HKAVE B Ta9 B R AR At our own spiritual level, we
T, MUAEBAEEGRT, may feel difficult to understand the
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MTHIANEEEARA shallow understanding, we may see
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finding delight in God’s
commandments is good, not
boasting. That might be his own
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%4 Bible Reading: ¥R #| K45 6 & ; Jeremiah 6
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Jeremiah 6:14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly,
saying, 'Peace, peace,' when there is no peace.

Question: Is it right to bless people with peace? What is the right
way to comfort people?

#25< Hints

FrkBnL. AMIEER Peace comes from the righteous

N, b A4 way. People need to repent before
F, God may grant them peace.

#L# = Tuesday

>
>

>

7 %2 Bible Reading: 8 #) K45 7 & ; Jeremiah 7
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6 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or
shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other
gods to your own harm,

Question: In what sense is going after other gods is to their own
harm?

327 Hints

FITig “AIAY” HRAABAY o So called “other gods™ are all

BAY R ALAEMA], B4 | false gods. False gods cannot bless
3R % g 69 B i) Aok 1 5 them, and they wasted their time

and resources to go after those false
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B [AR SR AY, SUE AAbAE | gods. After all, the true God
B LA FEH A Akiers | Yahweh will judge all those who
AB ARG AAT o follow other gods.
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» Jeremiah 7:9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,
make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not
known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house, which is
called by my name, and say, 'We are delivered!'- only to go on doing
all these abominations?

» Question: Why did Yahweh God say the people of Judah doing
abominations? Is it because they did not worship Yahweh God?

#® 7~ Hints

AT 52 B 06 i b, They did worship Yahweh God.
A B FE L w AV R, S But they also worship other gods.
ks Hte TE, And they did many other evils.

#LF = Wednesday

> 1% Bible Reading: 34 K 45 8 % ; Jeremiah 8

> AR 8:6 KB U, T IRARMBL EAE, RAELEAT, -

B ZR? T RMEABEF T, D EEET.
> PR X E CEBMENRATAR? T RAFATE? A LEXFN
TER?

» Jeremiah 8:6 I have paid attention and listened, but they have not
spoken rightly; no man relents of his evil, saying, 'What have I
done?' Everyone turns to his own course, like a horse plunging
headlong into battle.

» Question: What is the meaning of “What have I done?” Why was it
asked that way?

#7 Hints
AT 2T NFEBR, & They simply did not repent. They
N T AFH denied any wrongdoing.
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#L# 9 Thursday

> 1% Bible Reading: 341 A4 9 % Jeremiah 9
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» Jeremiah 9:1 Oh that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain
of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter
of my people!

» Question: God was so sad! Was He able to stop the killing? Why
didn’t stop the killing? Or did God ordain the killing? If He did, why
did He ordain the killings and was so sad about it at the same time?

#® Hints

Yahweh God ordained the tEardy, REAA EHREZN
killings, because He is a Lty b, A, RAhmLE
righteous God. He was sad FW bR, MU AR L S
because He is a merciful God. SRS B TR

Justice and mercy tortured God.
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> B AMNEEAARLFERSOD? HHA?

» Jeremiah 9:23 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man boast in
his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the
rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this,
that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in
these things I delight, declares the LORD.

» Question: Should we boast for being a Christian? Why?

#®7= Hints

AL Ay ax Ay A A m R We should be proud to be a
254, BAHRMIANA R A Christian, because we have the best
kA i RIF AL o gift from God
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#L# & Friday

> 1% Bible Reading: 3 A1 & 45 10 3 ; Jeremiah 10
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» Jeremiah 10:25 Pour out your wrath on the nations that know you not,

and on the peoples that call not on your name, for they have
devoured Jacob; they have devoured him and consumed him, and
have laid waste his habitation.

Question: Did God let the other nations devour the people of Israel
and consume them? Then why did the prophet ask God to pour out
His wrath on the nations?

#®T= Hints
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Memorize: Jeremiah 10:24 Correct me, O LORD, but in justice; not in
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your anger, lest you bring me to nothing.
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