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Recently, my family and I joined
a few local missionaries to visit a
church on the edge of Los Guido, a
slum town to the south of San Jose,
the capital of Costa Rica.

Thirty years ago, Los Guido was
just an empty piece of public land.
But squatters began to build shacks
and now it has 50,000 residents,
more 80% of them Nicaraguans
from the north. The neighborhood
became so dangerous that even
police would not go there.

But the community is in the
process of being transformed thanks
to the courageous outreach done by
Christian churches and quite a few
ministry organizations.
Consequently the local government
began to build infrastructures for
the neighborhood a few years ago.
But still there is much to be done.

About 20 women with about 30
children came to the church for
prayer and cookies time. Most of
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the women who came have
experienced violence and abuse in
their lives. A few of the mothers are
teenagers. One woman is pregnant
with her 7" child whose father is a
married man. One woman is a
prostitute who is pregnant with her
3" child. It was the first time for
both Anna and I to minister among
these women. The Lord gave us
deep compassion for them

Coming back from the visit, we
had a good discussion with our two
teenagers and our missionary
friends about the best ways to help
the mothers and children. I had
trouble falling asleep as the images
of mothers and children going
through my mind. When I waked up
very early the next morning, I
continued to reflect upon the
question if I had resources to help
the people there, what would I do to
help them?

It is easy to blame human sins
especially that of the men for the
situation, but how can we help them
without hurting them? These
women need financial resources to
meet their basic needs. The men in
these women’s lives took advantage
of the vulnerable women who were
looking for physical protection and
financial security.

I believe that only the judgment
and the gospel of God may be able
to change the hearts of men and
women to eventually change the
situation.

Our God is a holy God who will
judge everyone with justice. He is
also is a merciful God who forgives
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sins and grants us opportunities to
repent, as recorded in Jeremiah 5.
Although the sins of Israel deserved
severe punishment and total
destruction, God still wanted to give
them an opportunity to repent. We
should repent when God still gives
us the opportunity.

1. Deserving Punishments

Run to and fro through the
streets of Jerusalem, look and take
note! Search her squares to see if
you can find a man, one who does
Justice and seeks truth, that I may
pardon her. Though they say, "As
the LORD lives," yet they swear
falsely. (ESV Jeremiah 5:1-2)

Our Yahweh God was willing to
forgive the whole Jerusalem if one
man could be found to do justice
and to seek truth. But none was
found as they all had pseudo faith.

Today we are in similar reality.
Although Christians might be able
to memorize quite a few doctrinal
statements, our actions or lacking of
actions reveal our true faith. Our
deeds deserve the punishment of the
righteous God.

2. Refusal to Repent

Often we refuse to repent. God
gave Israel the opportunity to repent
by disciplining them, but they
refused to do so:

O LORD, ... you have consumed
them, but they refused to take
correction. They have made their
faces harder than rock; they have
refused to repent. (Jeremiah 5:3)

Costa Rica is a free country and
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many Christians have come here to
share the gospel. But I was told that
most Costa Rican men do not attend
church and they have rejected Jesus
Christ. The men might find all
kinds of excuses to refuse to repent.
But the judgment of God is waiting
for them.

3. Rebellious Leaders

The sins are not just from poor
people. The leaders also rebelled
against God.

1 will go to the great and will
speak to them, for they know the
way of the LORD, the justice of
their God. But they all alike had
broken the yoke, they had burst the
bonds. ... everyone who goes out of
them shall be torn in pieces,
because their transgressions are
many, their apostasies are great.
(Jeremiah 5:5-6)

Today in the United States many
of our societal officials are leaders
against God as they only care about
being politically correct for the
purpose of advancing their own
political or career agendas. They
will face the judgment of God.

4. Moral Collapse

God questioned the city of
Jerusalem: "How can I pardon you?
Your children have forsaken me and
have sworn by those who are no
gods. When [ fed them to the full,
they committed adultery and
trooped to the houses of whores.
They were well-fed, lusty stallions,
each neighing for his neighbor's
wife. Shall I not punish them for
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these things? declares the LORD;
and shall I not avenge myself on a
nation such as this? (Jeremiah 5:7-
9)

Sexual sins are a result of moral
failures. Many children in the Los
Guido slums are born out of
wedlock, and do not have the
protection of healthy families. As a
result, many of them may join
gangs when they grow up. But God
will punish those parents who fail to
take the responsibilities to raise
their children.

5. Disciplining Punishments

Let us repent when there is still
opportunity. Today God still gives
people that opportunity:

"Go up through her vine rows
and destroy, but make not a full
end; strip away her branches, for
they are not the LORD's. For the
house of Israel and the house of
Judah have been utterly
treacherous to me,” declares the
LORD. (Jeremiah 5:10-11)

God did not destroy them,
instead God disciplined them so
that they might repent and return to
Him.

Some people may doubt that
God’s judgment will come. But the
Bible has made it very clear,.

“They have spoken falsely of the
LORD and have said, 'He will do
nothing, no disaster will come upon
us, nor shall we see sword or
Sfamine. The prophets will become
wind; the word is not in them. Thus
shall it be done to them!"" (Jeremiah
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God will judge each one of us.
Our actions and our ways to treat
others will be judged by the
almighty God. While we are still
have the opportunity, we should
repent our sins now. Otherwise we
may face the ultimate judgment of
God.

1. http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/201 1/august/costa-rica-slum-
turns-neighborhood-on-holy-mission/?mobile=false
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Weekly Bible reading: Lukel4; Psalm 119:1-24; Jeremiah 1-5

ALFF S Saturday

> %% Bible Reading: 40434 14 ¥ ; Luke 14

>

>

E& 14:33 XA, MRMABM AN, ERMT —WFF A 69,
V&G

IR AREAFEMBRXTLL? AT —r A T5?
Luke 14:33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all
that he has cannot be my disciple.

Question: How do you understand this verse? Have you renounced
all you have?

HASEE



If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. ABR7

#L# R Sunday

>
>
>

72 %2 Bible Reading: #¥ % 119:1-24; Psalm 119:1-24

W 119:11 AHARE EBRAC L, RIFREFAR

AL AR AR AT 4 T ik de LA g 1E B AR A9 S 2?7 Psalm
119:11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin
against you.

Question: What are the ways you may use to store God’s word in
your heart?

#L# — Monday

> 2% Bible Reading: B84 K45 1 & ; Jeremiah 1
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» Jeremiah 1:11 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
"Jeremiah, what do you see?" And I said, "I see an almond branch."
12 Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for I am
watching over my word to perform it."

» Question: Why did God ask Jeremiah what he saw?

#LF = Tuesday

> 2% Bible Reading: 334 K45 2 % ; Jeremiah 2

> AR 213 BAKMBLEET AHEFE, RALHFREZEKGLR,
AT HEH T, ZHETREGKGET,

> FA: A RFERAMG? X DAL T A A

» Jeremiah 2:13 for my people have committed two evils: they have
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for
themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.

» Question: What are the two sins mentioned in this verse? What is the

meaning of cistern here?
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#L# = Wednesday

> 2% Bible Reading: ¥3#) K45 3 & ; Jeremiah 3

> IR 311 ARt R “HEERET], WIFEOKRKTEI A
Lo ”

> FAL: A A BB CSTIEGR KT R?

» Jeremiah 3:11 And the LORD said to me, "Faithless Israel has shown

herself more righteous than treacherous Judah.
» Question: Why did God call Judah treacherious?

#LF 7 Thursday

> 2% Bible Reading: 384 K45 4 & ; Jeremiah 4

> IR 410 &AL CRI|! ZARARET] ARAR K KR H 4
A ARIEBOA, W RN FFR. T ARANEFAKGT!
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» Jeremiah 4:10 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD, surely you have utterly
deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, 'It shall be well with
you,' whereas the sword has reached their very life."

» Question: Did Yahweh God deceive the people and Jerusalem?

#L# & Friday

> 1% Bible Reading: 33 A & 45 5 3 ; Jeremiah 5

> ER521 “BM AL BN RNARTA, AERYT, A
YoriXig, 7

> FAL: BRAIRFH 521 ERAMA? AT ILAE ATEIER?

» Jeremiah 5:21 "Hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who have
eyes, but see not, who have ears, but hear not.

» Question: Why did verse Jeremiah 5:21 mean? How can he hear if he
cannot hear?

Hid: ALK P 418 ka9473h, RevtEH, BEXF, IRAGES
ER, FAERE, REAMARST!

Memorize: Jeremiah 4:18 Your ways and your deeds have brought this
upon you. This is your doom, and it is bitter; it has reached your very
heart.
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Weekly Bible reading: Lukel4; Psalm 119:1-24; Jeremiah 1-5

#LF# 5 Saturday

> %% Bible Reading: % /24&5 14 % ; Luke 14

> P& 143338, MARHAA, ETRMT—WT A, G
&R EG 1T

> A REFEMEANEL? RIMT—WA T5?

» Luke 14:33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all
that he has cannot be my disciple.

» Question: How do you understand this verse? Have you renounced
all you have?

#® Hints
AT =P A 8, ik We renounce them so that they
CANT B A8 4K, are no longer our burden. And we

RERECA, @ity no longer serve them. Instead we
BAVRS ’ have them to serve us.

## X Sunday

> %% Bible Reading: # % 119:1-24; Psalm 119:1-24

> 11911 KRR EREC L, TIFRSFER.

> R ARST A RAT 4 7 ik de B 695 ARG 0 2? Psalm
119:11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin
against you.

» Question: What are the ways you may use to store God’s word in
your heart?

# Hints
SFARG T ik, Share your ways.
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#L#— Monday

> %% Bible Reading: I8 41 &5 1% Jeremiah 1

> IR 111 BiAe ey Ll B &R B CIRAIR, RAERMFZ? 7 &K
B “HRA LB 7 12 RAfert Rt “REFRE,
B A &G ERTF RAYE, RFRH, 7

> A A2 L IRAIR A LA A7

» Jeremiah 1:11 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
"Jeremiah, what do you see?" And I said, "I see an almond branch."
12 Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for I am

watching over my word to perform it."
» Question: Why did God ask Jeremiah what he saw?

#7 Hints
i, A P B R 8GR Let him to tell whatever he see,
%, (34D P A, so that he may learn to just tell the
truth.
#L# = Tuesday

> 2% Bible Reading: 384 K45 2 % ; Jeremiah 2

> R 2:13 BAKR BT W%% , A BT RIXE KGR,
ABTEHERET, REAETRRERKGET,

> A ﬂﬁl’ﬁf*%?i&"%%ﬁ? XTI/ A?

» Jeremiah 2:13 for my people have committed two evils: they have
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for
themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.

» Question: What are the two sins mentioned in this verse? What is the
meaning of cistern here?

#®T Hints
W FARe Rk, Please share your thinking.
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#L# = Wednesday

> 2% Bible Reading: ¥8 4] K 45 3 & ; Jeremiah 3

> AR 3: 11 A et K PL: “HHEORED], WAFEOHL KEE A
Lo

> A AH A LFBL CFER KR R

» Jeremiah 3:11 And the LORD said to me, "Faithless Israel has shown

herself more righteous than treacherous Judah.
Question: Why did God call Judah treacherious?

A\

#7 Hints

k@ Bk KA BT IR On the surface Judah did not
Bltd, ECERKCLEE leave Yahweh God, but in the heart
F L, Judah did leave God.

#LF 7 Thursday

> 2% Bible Reading: 384 K45 4 & ; Jeremiah 4

> IR 410 &AL CRI|! ZARAET] ARAR K KR 4
FaBRIE A, W MR PR, T AEASERBKST!

> FAL: bR T e T B A AR A ?

» Jeremiah 4:10 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD, surely you have utterly
deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, 'It shall be well with
you,' whereas the sword has reached their very life."

» Question: Did Yahweh God deceive the people and Jerusalem?

#® Hints
R LB T AN, @ No. God did not deceive them,
RAA BTG S instead it is their sins that they

$i. HF4:18 “UREG4THY, 4R deserve punishments. Jeremiah

W, RERE, XA 4:18 Your ways and your deeds

have brought this upon you. This is
B u
FRGLR, REAT, & your doom, and it is bitter; it has

ERAAST!” reached your very heart."
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#L# & Friday

> 2% Bible Reading: ¥8 4] K 45 5% ; Jeremiah 5

> BR5:21 “BBR AL B! ARMARSE, AFLRY, AL
LorikiE, 7

> R BRAIRA 521 B ERATA? AT LAY E AUTIXER?

» Jeremiah 5:21 "Hear this, O foolish and senseless people, who have
eyes, but see not, who have ears, but hear not.

» Question: Why did verse Jeremiah 5:21 mean? How can he hear if he
cannot hear?

#7= Hints
ERBELEEMIE. God gave them another
EEZARAFTE, MmAEN opportunity. They did not lack the
JB & F ﬁbility to hear, but not willing to
ear.

il AR 4:18 1R 694T5h, Re91EH, BERXF, IRAGKEEL
WER, FAERAE, REABKST!
Memorize: Jeremiah 4:18 Your ways and your deeds have brought this
upon you. This is your doom, and it is bitter; it has reached your very
heart.
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